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_Freemonr’s Expepition. A letter from 
one. ee Yerba Buena, Bay of St. Francisco, 
r California, January 24th, 1846, says—_ 

«{ crossed the Rocky Mountains on the main Ar- 
kansas, passing out at its very head water; explored 
the att shore of the great Salt Lake, and visit- 
ed one of its islands. You know that on every ex- 
sant map, manuscript or printed, the whole of the 
Great Basin 1s represented as a sandy plain, barren, 
without water, and without grass Tell your father 
that, with a volunteer party of fifteen men, I crossed 
it between the parallels of 38° and 399. Instead of 
a plain, I found it, throughout its whole extent, tra- 
versed by parallel ranges of lofty mountains, their 
summits white with snow, (October,) while below 
the valleys had none. Instead of a barren country, 
the mountains were covered with grasses of the best 
quality, wooded with several varieties of trees, and 
containing more deer and mountain sheep than we 
had seen in any previous part of our voyage. So 
utterly at variance with every description, from au- 
thentic sources, or from rumor or report, it is fair to 


a consider this country as hitherto wholly unexplored, 


ey 


and never before visited by a white man. I met my 

arty at the rendezvous, a jake southeast of the Py- 
ramid Lake, and again separated, sending them 
along the eastern side of the Great Sierra, three or 
four hundred miles, in a southerly direction, where 
they were to cross into the valley of the St. Joa- 
quim, near its head. During all the time that I was 
not with them, Mr. Joseph Walker was their guide, 
Mr. Talbott in charge, and Mr. Kern, the topogra- 
pher. The eleventh day after leaving them I reach- 


4 _ ed Captain Sutter’s, crossing the Sierra on the 4th 


mr 3 





December, before the snow had fallen there. Now 
the Sierra is absolutely impassable, and the place of 


, our passage two years ago is luminous with masses of 


snow. By the route I have explored I can ride in 
thirty-five days from the Fontaine qui Bouiu* river to 


> Capt. Sutter’s; and, for wagons, the road is decided- 


ly far better. 


“‘] shall make a short journey up the eastern branch 
of the Sacramento, aid go from the Tlamath lake 
into the Wahlahmath valley, through a pass alluded 
toin my report; in this way making the road into 
Oregon far shorter, and a good road in place of the 
present very bad one down the Columbia. When 1 
shall have made this short exploration, I shall bave 


) explored from beginning to end this road to Oregon. 


| have just returned with my party of sixteen, from 


} an exploring journey im the Sierra Nevada, from the 


neighborhood of Sutter’s to the heads of the Lake 
Fork, We got among heavy snows on the mountain 


a summits, they where more rugged than | had else- 
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Where met them: suffered again as in our first pas- 
sage; got among the “horse-thieves,” (Indians who 
lay waste the California frontier), fought several, 
aud fought our way down ioto the plain again, and 
back to Sutter’s. ‘I'ell your father that L have some- 
thing handsome to tell him of .some exploits of Car- 
ton and Dick Owens, and others. 


“| am now going on business to see some gentle- 
men on the coast, and will then join my people, and 
complete our survey in this part of the world as ra- 
pidly as possible. .The season is now just arriving 
When vegetation is coming out in all the beauty | 
have often described to you; and in that part of my 
labors 1 shall gratify all my hopes. I find the theory 
of our Great Basin fully confirmed in having for its 
Southern boundary, ranges of lofty mountains. The 
Sierra, too, is broader where this chain leaves it 
than in any other part that | have seen. So soon as 
the proper season comes, and my animals are rested, 
We turn our faces homeward, and be sure that grass 
Will not grow ander our feet. 

_ All our people are well, and we have had no 
sickness of any kind among us; so that 1 hope to be 


any months of hardships, close trials, and. anxieties 
ave tried tie severely, and my haw is turning gray 
efore its time. But all this passes, ef le bon temps 


| Viendra.” 








“Boiling Spring river, in English: This is the 
outside settlement on the Arkansas, about seventy 
miles above Bent’s Fort where-old retired hunters 
and traders, with Mexican and Indian wives, and 
their children, have coileeted into some villages, 
Called by the Mexican name for civilized Lodian vil- 


i leoges pueblos, where they raise grain and stock. 
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THE NATIONAL FAIR, to commence at the city of 


Washington on the 20th instant, promises to be a 
splendid affair. It ought to command the attention 
and countenance of all who are friendly to the pro- 
gress of American ingenuity and American industry. 

In connection with this subject, the United States 
Gazette says: 

‘Many years since, at one of the early exhibitions 
of the Franklin Institute, an elderly gentleman of 
dignified appearance, and remarkable simplicity of 
manners was seen moving slowly through the sev- 
eral rooms and examining articles of beauty and 
worth with great care. Here was a quantity of 
printed calicoes from Rhode Island, there samples 
of beautiful sheeeting from Massachusetts, broad 
cloths of great delicacy, blankets, and other cotton 
and woollen fabrics inviting his applause. He !ook- 
ed at and admired the weli finished cutlery, and the 
rich silverware that decked the central table. Ev- 
erywhere his eye detected something to approve.— 
It was pleasant to see the interest which the venera- 
ble stranger manifested in ali he saw. At length 
his eye caught a label on something laid almost out 
of view. He stepped rapidly forward, took up the 
article, lifted the pendant paper, and read **Manu- 
factured by , Richmond, Virginia.”— 
A tear dropped from the venerable man, as he read 
the last word. It seemed to be a feeling of pride, 
and not of grief, that moved him. 

‘Who is that old gentleman?? Asked a person who 
had observed his emotion. 

‘That,’ said the attendant, as he lifted his hat, ‘is 
Chief Justice Marshall.’ 

Chief Justice Marshall was an American, a whole 
American, and noihing but an American; but he 
loved old Virginia, and he felt proud to see her tak- 
ing a step towards her true place in the cause of na- 
tional independence.” 











THE WAR WITH MEXICO. 





ConeGress, have certainly acted on this oceasion 
with great promptitude. ‘he president’s message, 
asking for supplies of men and money wherewith to 
carry on hostilities with Mexico—was received by 
both houses on Monday. A bill, granting both, to 
the full exter t of the recommendation, was immedi- 
ately reported in the house of representatives, passed 
that body by a vote of 142 to 14, and was sent to 
the senate the next morning. That body slightly 
modified the bill, passed it by a vote of 40 to 2, 
and returned it that evening to the house. The 
amendments were concurred in—the presiding offi- 
cers of each house attached their signatures on 


the act by attaching his signature, and on the same 
day issued his PROCLAMATION, under the provisions 
therein. 

The law as finally passed, will be found under the 
appropriate head in this number. 

ad the bill been drafted simply to effect its main 
object, that is, to place men and money at the dis- 
posal of the executive for carrying on hostilities, 
hardly a negative vote would have been given. The 
majority took advantage of the occasion to ineorpo- 
rate with the bill, an expression as to the origin 
of the war, which many of the minority differed 
with them in opinion respecting. Very earnest 
appeals were made to induce the majority to 
waive such an expression and allow the bill to 
pass unanimously. Tosecure this object they pro- 
posed to strike out the preamble of the bill. On this 
motion after considerable debate and remonstrance, 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cal- 
houn, Thomas Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Corwin, Cril- 
tenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, McDaf- 
fie, Mangum, Morehead, Siaimons, Upham, Wood- 
bridge—18. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, 
Coiquitt, Dix, Houston, Jarnagin, Jenness, Johnson, 
of Md., Johnson, of La., Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, 
Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Westcott, Yulee—28. 


compelled the minority to either vote an expyession, 
from which they dissented, og to vote against the 


Wednesday morning, and the president consummated | 


The majority thus adhering to.the form of the bijl, | 





ardent. Under these circumstances many of the 
minority voted affirmatively, trusting to a future op- 
portunity to justify themselves. Several voted so 
under formal protest—others, amongst whom were 
Senators Calhoun, Berrien, and Evans, refused to 
vote at all, though occupying their seats at the time. 
Senators Crittenden and Upham when their names 
were called, answered ‘‘aye, except the preamble.” 

Mr. Mangum had made up his mind to vote for 
the bill, but he entered his most solemn protest 
against the ew | declaration of the preamble, about 
the existence of war, and he would ask the senate 
that that protest might be entered on the journal. 

Messrs. J. M. Clayton and Dayton entered similar 
protests. 

On the question ‘‘shall the bill pass?” the follow- 
ing are the names as recorded. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchi- 
son, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Breese, 
Bright, Cameron, Cass, John M. Clayton, Col- 
quitt,, Corwin, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Hous- 
ton, Jarnagin, Jenness, Johnson, of Maryland, 
Johnson, of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, 
Morehead, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Se- 
vier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, 
Westcott, Woodbridge and Yulee—40. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Thomas Clayton and Davis—2. 

It is a matter of regret that the majority should 
have insisted upon a phraseologyso objectionable to 
many of the members, when but for those expres- 
sions, the measures would have assumed the impos- 
ing national aspect, so desireable in al! questions of 
controversy with foreign powers. Asa commit- 
ment of the dissenting minority, protests will be an 
exoneration. 

Not only the bill granting ten millions of dollars 
and fifty thousand volunteers for carrying on the 
war, have congress thus promptly enacted this week, 
but a variety of other bills which had been ‘in pro- 
gress for sometime before, have been taken up and 
as promptly carried through. Amongst them— 

The bill authorizing an increase of the rank and 
file of the army, has passed both houses and been 
signed by the president. It places the companies, if 
we mistake not, upon the war organization to con- 
sist of 100 men, thereby augmenting the forces au- 
thorized some seven or eight thousand, in addition to 
the existing force. 


The bill authorizing a corps of sappers and 
miners, to be attached to the corpse of engineers, 
has passed both houses. 

The bill making the annual appropriation for for- 
tifications, was amended by increasing the amount for 
| fortifying the Florida reef, from $100,000 to 200,000. 

The bill making appropriations for the support of 
the military academy, was passed by the house, af- 
ler the usual effort to have that institution discontin- 
ued, which proposition obtained very few votes on 
this occasion. 

The senate then adopted a resolution offered by 
Mr. Berrien, requesting the judiciary committes to 
reporton the expediency of legislation for carrying 
into effect the llth article of the treaty with Spain 
in 1795, the object of which is to prevent the fitting 
out of privateers under Mexican colors from the is- 
Jand of Cuba.* 








*Mezican steamers Montezuma and Guadatoupe.—Im- 
portant. We noticed some two weeks since that we be- 
lieved the announcement of the sale of the two Mexi- 
can steamers a sham, and that they would appear, in 
case of hostilities with Mexicoas privateers. We are 
still of this opinion, and we have a fear that the 
harbor-of Havana will contain our worst enemies.— 
A United States 74 should be stationed off the mouth 
of the harbor, to watch with great care what comes 
outof it. It will be recollected that in 1836 the 
Mexican armed brig Montezuma lay off the Sabine 
and captured the American schooner Julius Cesar, 
and others, filled with emigrants bound for Texas, 
and carried them into Matamoros. The vessel 
conveying soldiers from our city to the seat of 
war should be provided with two or three pieces 
of heavy artillery. They might be intercepted by the 
way, LV. Orleans Tropic May 6th. 

For several months past a standing enquiry in the 
National Register has been “Is war BREWING; 








supplies in favor of which none professed to be more 


ARE WE READY? “The subject was pressed in no 
capatious spirit, or manner. Careful regard was had 
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to avoid as far as possible party political bearing, and|a startling development in the operation of the re-| The measure of those disasters is not duly "m 


full latitude was at all times claimed for the Execu- 
tive, forbearing to embarrass by any improper sugges- 
tions, the full influence which that department of the 
government is always entitled to, and ought always 
to have the exercise of, in its management of our 
foreign relations. Our anxiety however has been ex- 
pressed over and over, in the enquiries which have 
been made in almost every number of the Register, 
whether war was not very likely to result from the 
course which was in progress, and if so, were we 

a8 a nation ought to be prepared, for the 
‘approach of a war? were we preparing, Were any 
‘adequate measures recommended even, towards a pre- 


“We repeated these enquiries for months, pointing 
as far as it was prudent to do so to, “the nakedness of 
the land,” as to military preparations, incurring as we 
did from time to time, the imputation of “croakers” 
‘panic, makers” and similar respectful epithets from 
the party press, for having ventured to admonish as 
we endeavoured respectfully to do, and for urging that 
war wasevidently so far possible,if notprobable,that pru- 
dence required such steps to be immediately taken as 
would avert those mortifications, humiliations and 
losses, to which we must inevitably be subjected if it 
found the nation in its then unprepared condition. 

The fact is, that we were really perplexed beyond 
measure to conceive what the real views of the Presi- 

‘dent and his Cabinet could be, in relation to the ques- 
tion of peace or war. So far as we were allowed to 
discern, for several months after Congress met, no 
recommendation, looking towards a preparation for 
war with a formidable power, had emanated from the 
Executive. On the contrary, the particular depart- 
ment to which we cast our eyes for the very first in- 
gredient towards a preparation for war, instead of 
having such an object in view, or making any demon- 
strations whatever towards raising ways and means, 
to sustain the public credit and wherewith to meet 
war expences, were devotedly occupied in preparing 
and endeavoured to secure the passage of a bill for re- 
ducing the existing duties upon imports to one third 
less than those of the existing tariff. The unvarying 
tone of the official Journal in the mean time was, that 
we might trust to the President for a peaceable as 
wellas honorable termination of our foreign difficulties. 
At length inquiry was directly made from the senate, 
at the suggestion of J. M. Clayton, whether, in the 
opinion of the President, our foreign relations were in 
such attitude as to make it advisable for Congress to 

direct preperations for war? 

The President’s reply to this inquiry was such as to 
induce us to qualify previous expressions. Wenow 
understood the President to say that he had, through 
the departments, some time back, recommended to 
Committees of Congress certain measures looking to a 
preparation for war. Without deeming this to have 
been the straight forward, responsible, and influential 
course which it seemed to us the occasion called for, 
we were yet for receiving it for its full value, and gave 
President Polk credit accordingly. No sooner had we 
done so than .we found ourselves brought up on the 
other hand by the unexpected disavowal on the part 
of heads. of departments and othcrs, of the respon- 
sibilities. and recommendations to which it was sup- 

the President in his message had allusion. A 
strange, not to say discreditable squabble ensued, as 
to what had, and what had not been officially recom- 
mended, as well as who it was that recommended the 
measure in question, looking towards adequate defence 
of the country; in case the war, now thought to be at 

sible, should ensue. 
wie rildered by all this, we deemed it due to the 
character of the country to let the subject drop for the 
time being, and it was dropped also in Congress. 

The progress of circumstances quickly awakened 
both Congres and the country from this quiet. The 
question, that we have so often repeated, és solved. It 
is now. no longer “Is war Brewing?”—War is here.— 
Without authority of either the Congress of Mexico, 
or of the Gongress of the U. States, on both of which 
the. Constitutions of the two countries confers the sole 
au:hority |to “declare war,” war has commenced, and 
whether it be in the Constitutional sense, a war, or only 
hostilities, provoked by executive mismanagement ot 
either or both of the parties, all the incidents of war 
are brought upon the two countries, and actually exist. 
The people of both republics have learned, that the 
restrictions of the constitution to the contrary not- 
withstanding, the Executives have it in their power to 


publican 

The act which passed both houses of Congress 
within a few hours after receiving the President’s 
message recommending them, to ‘recognize’ the ex ist- 
ing war between Mexico and the United States,” is 
in confermity with that recommendation. But instead 
of being a plain, direct, unequivocal “Declaration of 
war,” such as the Constitution seems to have contem- 
plated in any such exigency, and which would as we 
think have been the most appropriate form for the 
consideration of Congress, it is equivocal, and leaves 
the question as to whether we are now tectnically and 
‘‘constitutionally” at war with Mexico, or not. This 
half way hobbling, this complication and involution of 


definite and indisputable ground is generally the best 
foothold. We can distinguish no necessity for leaving 
the case in doubt, on this occasion. As it is, neither 
our own citizens nor foreign governments are able to 
pronounce whether war, in its higher and legal 
signification, now exists between Mexico and the 
United States. We know that fighting, killing, taking 
prisoners, blockading ports, invading territory, and all 
the usual accompaniments of a war are now not only 
enacting, but on our port at least, are now legalized. 
and yet war is not “declared.” Nay, some of the in- 
cidents to war yet want legal formalities, Whether, 
for instance, the commander of the American squad- 
ron in the Gulf would be authorized to take Vera 
Cruz, if he could? Whether the Pacific squadron 
might take possession of Monterey? 


Letters of marque are as yet certainly not au- 
thorized on our part, although there is reason to ap- 
prehend that, they have been or speedily will be 
authorized by the Mexicans. 

Accounts from Cuba intimate that one of the ob- 
jects which the Mexican Minister to England had in 
view in stopping at that Island, was to make disposi- 
tion of letters of marque for the annoyance of our 
commerce. That thousands of the buceaneers and 
slavers that infest those seas would spring to such a 
harvest as our wide spead commerce would afford 
them, is too probable. 

But, dropping discussion as to the nature of the 
possession now occupied, or as to whether technically 
we are at war or not, we certainly, de facto, are 
sufficiently at war to induce as to recur once more to 
the oft and anxiously repeated enquiry ““ArRE we 
READY?” 

The question “Is war brewing,” is solved, the 
second enquiry “are we ready,” is now at test, so far 
as Mexico isconcerned. How long it may be before 
the test may be applied to a case of war with Great 
Britain, who will undertake to say? The “Union” of 
Thursday of last week, certainly apprehend the time, 
to be not very remote. The National Intelligencer 
treated the article in the Union to which we have 
allusion, very lightly and intimated that the editor of 
the Official Journal must have allowed himself to be 
hoaxed on that occasion; yet we see that the Foreign 
Quarterly, just republished in this country, says, in a 
postscript to an article on the Oregon question, ‘Every 
public man that we have seen or heard of, seems to 
think, and the whole public press concur in announ- 
cing, that the dissolution of Sir Robert Peel‘s ministry is 
inevilable. No definite reason seems to be assigned 
for this expected event. It is intimated that Sir 
Robert will remain in office until his tariff measures 
are carried. Why he should then resign, with a 
majority in his favor, no explanation is given. Upon 
the occasion of the retirement of the Peel cabinet, 
not long since—a retirement which lasted but two 
days—there were some who held the belief that the 
real cause of that step was not the one publicly an- 
nounced; but that Peet withdrew in order to leave 
Lorp Joun Russexu and a Whig Cabinet to meet the 
responsibility of the Oregon question, which seemed 
then approaching crisis. Inasmuch as that question is 
now certainly approaching a crisis,the same design, if 
it existed before, may be the moving cause of the pre- 
dicted resignation.” 

A firm. persuasion that the government was not 


which to our vision seemed to be too probable, has in- 
duced us fo continue unceasingly to urge the questions 
so important tothe country. If mistaken, it were at 
least to mistake upon the safe side. Neglect prepar- 
ation, let war overtake vs, and disgrace, as well 
as disaster inevitably awaited us, to retrieve which 
how many lives and what a struggle would it not cost 





make war inevitable, at pleasure. This is truly 


preciated.. That in case of a war, disasters 
were to be expected, seemed to be admitted 
hands, as a matter of course; 


preparing with due promptitude for a contingency, 


at first 
. on al] 
se; We mean ina war wit), 
England. People had as ifby common consent maj, 
up their minds to that. Alas, how few, except those 


who have tasted of the bitter draft, know how ;, 


appreciate a series of national disasters, or what ; 
costs to recover from them. 

But as to being “ready” for a war with Mexie, 
who would have dared to express.a doubt? ; 
That a very mistaken estimate prevailed of what , 
war with Mexico might become, and of what was jp. 
quired to make such a war brief, and terminate 
advantageously, we have unreservedly and repeatedly 


great national affairs, should be avoided. Distinct, | urged 


The first announcement of hostilities, comes to \ 
with the postscript, that ‘‘the Mexicans have been sadly 
underrated.” Ten days ago the prediction was con. 
fidentiy pronounced from the American camp, tha 
“Of this you may be certain, we shall have no fight. 
ing, unless we ourselves lead off the dance.” 


instore. Itis true, assurances are given of thej 
being able to maintain their position, provided the; 
_receive timely supplies and succor, but great appr. 
hensions are felt for the safety of the detachment 
Point Isabel, which have in charge the stores and my. 
nitions designed for the army. 


“The Army of occupation” will do, we have 1 
doubt, whatever the samenumber of men, with th: 
means they have at command, could do, and whilst we 
regard it as quite possible that the “fortune of war’ 
may have further reverses for them to experience, 
yet we have far more of faith than of despondeney 
on theoccasion. We believe that if the precaution ha 
been taken there, as we presume it must have beer, 
to apprise Commodore Conner of the posture of affain, 
the squadron, or a part of it, will have repaired wit 
timely succour to the vicinity to insure the safety of 
the post and the stores. Although the depth of wate 
will not alow them to approach the port, their ma 
and arms will be efficient. It will take some tim, 
even with the characteristic alecrity of our Sout 
western volunteers, for forces sufficient to re-opa 
safe communication with Gen. Taylor’s camp fru 
Point Isabel, to reach the latter, and to be prepar 
to encounter with success, the forces which th 
Mexicans are supposed to have now posted to inter 
cept them. 

The despatches asking'for additional forces, left Get 
Taylor’s camp on the 26th. ult. He then had fiftee 
days provision. Half allowance might of course mult 
them last longer, but would have an unfavorable efile 
upon the physical powers of the the men. 


We have Galveston dates to the 3d inst. Tit 
steamer Monmouth left Galveston on the Ist il, 
with volunteers to join the army. They were no doull 
the first to reach Point Isabel, under the requ 
sition of Goneral Taylor. 
the credit of making the first actual moveme 
volunteers for the rescue, we believe, is due to lit 
spirited company which left Mobile on the 4th ins 
under command of Gen. Desua, for New Orleat 
Without waiting to receive a requisition from 4 
direction, they heard the bugle call, and the fr 

onse was instant, ‘We are here—reapy.” On! 

th inst., they reached New Orleans, one hundré 
strong, @nd on the 6th inst., embarked from then 
for Texas. 

Louisianians were, some of them, equally prow? 
but the requisition upon that state was for a cons 
erable force, and necessarily required more time 
muster. The Jegislature instantly piserd $100, 
at the disposal of the governor for the exigent: 

Benjamin Story, Esq., placed $500,000 at the ® 
position of the state of Louisiana, immediately ° 
learning. the situation of the army on the 
Grande, 


The papers teem with evidences of public 7. 
on every hand. Without waiting to determine *"" §& 
er fault has been committed, or to, question, " | 
where the. fauit is chargeable, all agree eo 
army now exposed, must be sustained, and ¥* 
continued, must be waged with decisive energy 

A general meeting of the citizens of New UO" 
was called, and the following resolutions were 4 
ed with the greatest unanimity. ah 

Whereas hostilities have actually commencl” 
tween the United Statesand Mexico; and 





the country? 


; : * Tes 
our army of occupation upon the frcnuer of Te 


The very next arrival brings us not only disastroys | 
offairs of out-posts, but the startling intelligence tha | 
our army is invested by the enemy and its supplies anj | 
munitions cut off,and with only fifteen days provision F 
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pressed by embarrassments and surrounded by a su- 
erior force, calls for immediate assistance; and 

whereas Louisiana has ever been prompt in her ae- 

tion on emergencies like the present: 

Resolved, That as Louisianians we will immediate- 
ly respond to the call of Brigadier General Taylor, 
and without a moment’s delay place at his command 
four regiments of infantry, as required. 

Resolved, That, as Americans, it behooves us to 
forget all differences of opinion, and only to remem- 
ber that our country’s honor is in danger. : 

Resolved, That we point with pride to the action of 
our legislature in the present crisis, and that we will 
do every thing in our power to sustain its appropria- 
tion and to carry out its patriotic views.” 

Several very fine companies have been formed un- 
der Capt. Stockton and Breedlove, of Washington 
regiment; Capt. Smith, of the Louisiana volunteers, 
and Capt. Hunt. 

Capt. Fulton, late of the U. S. dragoons, is about 
raising a company of volunteers for Texas. 

Gen. Rousseau, of the 8th Brigade Louisiana Mi- 
litia, has issued his orders to the Colonel of his com- 
mand to open lists and invite volunteers for Mexico, 
and send them to New Orleans as fast as companies 
can be organized. 

The Tropic says—‘*T wo companies of Maj. Marks’ 
brigade have been organized and elected oflicers.— 
Their names are as follows—Ist company, S. B. 
Head, Captain; H. Fairchild, Ist lieutenant; J. A. 
Kelly, 2d lieutenant. 2nd company, S. F. Marks, 
captain; A. ©. Fountaine, Ist lieutenant; Alfred Eng- 
lish, 2d lieutenant. 

Yet up to the 6th inst. not quite 1200 men had 
volunteered, and the New Orleans papers of that 
date say, that ‘“‘unless volunteers come forward with 
more promptness, the governor will be compelled to 
resort to draft.” 

POSITION OF THE ARMY. 

The camp of Gen. Taylor exteuds about four 
miles along the river bank, two miles above and two 
below Matamoros. It oceupied his twenty-three 
hundred men for thirty days to construct the de- 
fences. It is made of sand, covered over with twigs, 
woven together like basket work, surrounded by a 
wide and very deep ditch. 

The walls of the magazine in the interior of the 
fortification are formed of pork barrels, filled with 
sand, seven tier thick, four tier high, covered over 
with timber, on which sand is piled ten or twelve 
feet. 

Twelve heavy pieces of ordnance are so placed as 
to command the town of Matamoros. 

This camp is about 30 miles above the mouth of 
the Rio del Norte. In its rear stretches the wide 
desert region between that river and the Nueces, 
150 miles in breadth, affording no sustenance. Along 
nearly the whole coast between the mouths of those 
rivers stretches Padre island, (a barren sand ridge, ) 
and Madre Lagune, which latter is penetrated near 
the southern end by a high bluff, called, 

Point Isabel, which is Gen. Taylor’s depot of pro- 
visions, and the point from which his supplies are to 
be derived. It is 27 miles from his camp, through a 
country difficult to penetrate. A narrow channel, 
the outlet of Madre lagune, opens into the Gulf op- 
posite Point Isabel, and forms its means of commu- 
hicating with the sea. But it is only of depth to ad- 
mit small vessels. 

Some few miles outside of the Lagune, the 

Brassos Santiago, a small port, off of which, and 
between it and the mouth of the Rio Grande, our 
thips occasionally anchor. The U. S. schr. Flirt 
Was endeavoring at the last accounts to get over the 
bar into the Brassos Santiago, in order to co-operate 
more effectually in the defence of the depot and po- 
sition at the mouth of the river. 


a 


ee. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas the congres of the United States, by vir- 
tue of the constitutional authority vested in them, 
‘ by their act, bearing date this day, 
that, “by the act of the republic of Mexico, a state 
of war exists between that government and the United 
States.” 

Now, therefore, 1, JAMES K. POLK, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby pro- 
claim the same to all whom it may concern; and I 
do Specially enjoin on ali persons holding offices, 
civil or mihtary, under the authority of the United 
States, that they be vigilant and zealous in.discharg- 
Ing the duties respectively incident thereto: and J do 
moreover exhort all the good people.of the United 
States, as they love their country, as they feel the 
Wrongs which have forced on them the last résort of 
injured Dations, and as they consult the best means, 














under the blessing of Divine Providence, of abridg- 
ing its calamities, that they exert themselves in pre- 
serving order, in promoting concord, in maintaining 
the authority and the efficacy of the laws, and in 
supporting and invigorating all the measures which 
may be adopted by the constituted authorities for 
obtaining a speedy, a just, and an honorable peace. 
In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the seal of the United States 
to be affixed to these presents. Done at the 
{u.s.] City of Washington the thirteenth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and 
of the independence of the United States, the 
seventeenth. JAMES K. POLK. 
By the President: 
James Bocuanan, Secretary of State. 


THE ACT RELATING TO WAR. 

“‘An act providing for the prosecution of the exist- 
ing war between the United States and the republic 
of Mexico.” 

Whereas, by the act of the republic of Mexico, a 
state of war exists between that government and the 
United States: ‘Therefore— 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That, for the purpose of enabling the government of 
the United States to prosecute said war to a speedy 
and successful termination, the president be, and he 
is hereby authorized to employ the militia, naval and 
military forces of the United States, and to call for 
and accept the services of any number of volunteers, 
not exceeding fifty thousand, who may offer their ser- 
vices, either as cavalry, artillery, infantry or riflemen, 
to serve twelve months after they shall have arrived 
at the place of rendezvous, or to the end of the war, 
unless sooner discharged; according to the time for 
which they shall have been mustered into service; 
and that the sum of ten millions of dollars out of 
any money in the treasury, or to come into the trea- 
sury, not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the purpose of carrying the 
provisions of this act into effect. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
when called into service of the United States by vir- 
tue of this act, or any other act, may, if in the opi- 
nion of the president of the United States the public 
interest requires it, be compelled to serve for a term 
not exceeding six months after their arrival at the 
place of rendezvous, in any one year, unless sooner 
discharged. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said vo- 
lunteers shall furnish their own clothes, and, if ca- 
valry, their own horses, and horse equipments; and, 
when mustered into service, shall be armed at the ex- 
pense of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That said volun- 
teers when called into actual service, and while re- 
maining therein, shall be subject to the rules and 
articles of war, and shall be, in all respects, except as 
to clething and pay, placed on the same footing with 
similar corps of the United States army, and in lieu 
of clothing, every non-commissioned officer and pri- 
vate in any company who may thus offer himself 
shall be entitled, when called into actual service, to 
receive in money a sum equa) to the cost of cloth- 
ing of a non-commissioned officer or private (as the 
case may be) in the regular troops of the United 
States. 


~ Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the said vo- 
lunteers so offering their services shall be accepted 
by the president in companies, battalions, squadrons, 
and regiments, whose officers shall be appointed in 
the manner prescribed by law in the several states 
and territories to which such companies, battalions, 
squadrons, and regiments shall respectively belong. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the president 
of the United States be and he is hereby authorized 
to organize companies so tendering their services 
into battalions or squadrons; battalions and squad- 
rons into regiments; regiments into brigades, and 
brigades into divisions, as soon asthe number of yvo- 
junteers shall render such organization, in his judg 
ment, expedient; and the president shall, if necessa- 
ry, apportion the staff, field and general officers among 
the respective states and territories from which:the 
volunteers shall tender their services, as he may 
deem proper. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the volun. 
teers who may be received intu the service of the 
United States by virtue of the provisions of this act, 
and who shall be wounded or otherwise disabled in 
the service, shail be entitled to all the venefit which 
may be conferred on persons wounded ib the service 
of the United States. 

Sec. 8. nd be tt further enacted, That the presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 





thorized forthwith to complete. all. the public armed 
vessels now authorized by law, and to purchase or 





charter, arm, equip, and man such merchant vessels 
and steamboats as, upon examination, may be found 
fit or easily converted into ar: ih Is fit for.the 
public service, and in such number, he may deem 
necessary for the protection of the-seaboard, lake 
coast, and the general defence of the country. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted; That, whenever, 
the militia or volunteers are called and: received into 
the service of the United States, under the provi- 
sions of this act, they shall have the organization of 
the army of the United States, and shall have the 
same pay allowances; and all mounted privates, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and artificers, shall 
be allowed 40 cents per day for the use and risk of 
their horses, except of horses actually killed in ac- 
tion, and if any mounted volunteer, non-commission- 
ed officer, musician, or private, shall not keep him- 
self provided with a serviceable horse, said volun- 
teers shall serve on foot. 


On the question being put in the house of repre- 
sentatives on the passage of the above bill— 

Mr. Garrett Davis asked to be excused from voting 
on the bill. He said— ' ~ 6% 

This is a measure, directly and indirectly, of very 
great importance, and yet no opportunity, nota sin- 
gle moment, has been allowed any whig of this house 
to say one word upon it. So far as it can operate 
upon the fate of the gallant general and his little 
army upon the Del Norte, there is no need for such 
unparalleled haste in urging’a measure of its'charac- 
ter through this body. He is ona frontier three 
thousand miles distant. Ih the exercise of a dis- 
cretionary power vested in him by the executive, he 
has made a requisition on the governors of the neigh- 
boring states for ten thousand troops. At this mo- 
ment, the destiny of General Taylor and his gallant 
band is sealed, and [| doubt not that ere now the 
prompt succor which he has received from the states 
contiguous to the theatre of his operations has given 
him such force that he has beaten back the enemy, 
and that his victorious standard at this moment floats 
over Matamoros. Whatever it is, his fate is now 
sealed, and any thing we may nov do will be too late 
to influence it. ‘There could then be'no valid objec- 
tion to give a day to the consideration of this bill, 
and no person would desire more. But the haughty 
and dominating majority will not allow now this 
much. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I have an objection to the pre- 
amble of the bill. [t recites that war exists between 
the United States and Mexico, and that this war was 
begun by Mexico. That informal war exists between 
the two countries is undeniable; but that Mexico 
commenced itis utterly untrue, and [ object to the 

reamble because it sets forth so bold a falsehood. 
1 am decidedly, strongly in favor of the appropria- 
tion of the money, and of the raising of the forces 
for which the bill provides. For these purposes, it 
is sufficient for me that our country is at war, be it 
formal or informal, whether begun by Mexico or our 
own government. I require only to know that our 
army is in danger, and whether it be in the territory 
of the United States or Mexico, | am ready to vote 
men avd money even to the utmost resources of the 
country for the rescue. If the war be wrongful, at 
a more convenient season I would hold them respon- 
sible who made it. But I protest solemnly against 
defiling this measure with the unfounded statement 
that Mexico began this war. That position is not 
necessary to give this bill any possible effect. It 
could have been as well omitted, and, had it been 
rejected, I doubt not the bill would receive the unani- 
mous vote of the house. But that was not the object 
of its authors. Their purpose was to make the whigs 
vote against, or force them to aid in throwing a shel- 
ter over the administration, by voting for a bill which 
set forth that this needless and unexpected war was 
commenced by Mexizo. | 

Sir, if the bill contained any recitation upon that 
point in truth and justice, it should ‘be that this war 
was begun by the president. The river Nueces is 
the true western boundary of Texas. The country 
between that stream and the Del Norte is part of 
Mexico; and that power had people and establish- 
ments in it. Months ago, the president of his own 
will, orders. General Taylor and his army to take 

ost at Corpus Christi, on the west’ bank of the 

ueces, where they remained until a considerable 
time after the beginning of this session of congress. 
In March last, under the positive orders of the presi- 
dent, he moves through the disputed country upon 
the Del Norte. The Mexican authorities meet him 
at several points with the declaration that he has in- 
vaded their country, and with protests against the 
aggression. They warn him that unless he retires 
east of the Nueces, he will be deemed to be making 
war upon Mexico, and they will resort to force. He 
refers to the positive orders of the executive, and in 
the execution of them Le presses on to Matamoros; 
strongly fortifies a position overlooking the city, and 
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mounts ‘a bat of cannon within three hundred When Mr. E. B. Holmes was called, he rose inj amount of commissariat and ordnance. stores sae a 
yards of it, bea upon its public square, and from | his place and said: “‘Mr. Speaker, | vote aye, because | posited there, and, if that place should fall, Genera] 


whence he could, in a few hours, batter it down.— 
He then blockades the port of Matamoras, orders off 
English and American vessels, and directs the cap- 
ture of a Spanish schooner. The Mexican com- 
mander treats all these as acts of war; and, on the 
25th of April, Gen. Taylor is informed by a messen- 
ger, from the Mexican camp, that hostilities exist, 
that the Mexicans will prosecute them according tu 
the usages of civilized nations. That night a de- 
tachment of the Mexican army crosses the Rio 
Grande, General Taylor sends out a scouting party 
to reconnoitre, which attacks the Mexicans, and is 
defeated and captured by the Mexicans, and thus 
war is raging in bloody earnestness. 

It is our own president who began this war. He 
has been carrying it on for months in a series of acts. 
Congress, which 1s vested exclusively by the consti- 
tution with the war-making power, he has not deign- 
ed to consult, much less to ask it for any authori- 
ty. Now, forsooth, when it has unexpectedly broke 
forth in bloody reverses, a position must be taken by 
the friends of the president in congress to protect 
him by charging Mexico with being the author of the 
war; and he, in cold blood, teaches others to sacri- 
fice a brave and veteran officer, whenever it may be- 
come necessary to cover his mistakes and incompe- 


tency. 

I have yet another nr) ag to this bill. All that 
is proposed to be voted by this bill is to be trusted to 
him. Heisto conduct this war. He is our com- 
mander-in-chief, our generalissimo of army and navy. 
He knows, or ought to know, how much money and 
how many men the present exigency requires; and 
yet he has not named any sum or any number of 
troops, as has been invariably the usage in such cases 
by all former presidents. He leaves us to act upon 
our information and judgment in the premises. Are 
we to understand that he abandons the responsibili- 
ties and duties as the president and commander-in- 
chief in the conduct of thiswar? Does he intend to 
be understood by congress as saying to them, (what 
must be now apparent to the whole nation,) “I am 
unequal to the high position which I occupy. I know 
not how to advise you as to the amount of money and 
the number of men you must raise to rescue the mi- 
litary renown of the country from the passing cloud 
which now covers it. In this important matter you 
must assume my duties and my responsibilities, and 
adopt the necessary measures to vindicate the suffer- 
ing honor of the nation?” If this be the position of 
the president, he has exhibited more good sense in 
assuming it than all the acts of his administration be- 
sides; if it be not, he exhibits his usual reprehensible 
secretiveness. 


But, Mc. Speaker, the essence of this measure is 
the supplies. They will all be required before the 
nation gets out of this difficulty. 1 will vote for the 
supplies of the bill with hearty alacrity, at the same 
time protesting against its falsehoods. Since the 
play has begun, I am for fighting Mexico on our soil, 
on hers, every where, until we drive her across the 
Rio Grande, and retrieve our ancient renown. 1 am 
then for withdrawing our army to the east side of 
the Nueces, and then settling by treaty all our points 
of dispute with that weak and distracted country 
upon the most liberal terms. 

[Mr. Davis was frequently interrupted by calls to 
order, and finally declared, when taking his seat, that 
he withdrew his request for leave to be excused from 
voting, and said he should vote for the bill.) 

Those members who voted against the bill were— 
Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, Cranston, 
Culver, Deiano, Giddings, Grinnell, Hudson, Daniel 
P. King, Root, Severence, Strohm, Tilden, Vance 
—14. 

When the final vote was taken the following mem- 
bers severally assigned reasons, viz: 

When Mr. Bayly’s name was called, he rose and 
said: Mr. Speaker, | ask to be excused from voting. 
I cannot vote in silence without placing myself in a 
false position. I consider this bill virtually a de- 
claration of war, made without executive recom- 
mendation; for 1 do not uncerstand the executive as 
recommending a declaration of war. And made too 
when we do not know that the invasion of our terri- 
tory and aggressive acts are sanctioned by the gov- 
ernment of Mexico. They may yet be disavowed, 
and reparation made. I am, therefore, unwilling at 
this time to vote the declaration of war. Ido not 
consider such a declaration necessary to meet the 
emergency. On the other hand, lam anxious to 
vote such supplies of men and means as will afford 
succor to our army and repel the invasion. { must, 
as lam now placed, decline to do this, or vote for 
the bill before the house. If I am not excused | 


shall vote for the bill, as I consider withholding 
the supplies under the circumstances as the greater 
Mr. B. withdrew his request to be excused. 


evil. 


I cannot withhold supplies from our army in its pre 

sent condition; but I solemnly protest against the pre- 
amble to this bill, and publicly denounce it as base, 
fraudulent, and faise.” 


When Mr. Albert Smith’s name was called he 
rose and said: ‘*Mr. Speaker, I vote for the bill, but 
I do so under a protest to the preamble of the bill, 
as false in its facts and operating as a fraud upon the 
nation.” 














ARMY JOURNAL. 





Army of Occupation—Lieut. Porter.—A letter from 
an Officer in Gen. Taylor’s camp, dated 22nd. 
April says:— 

“Lieut. Dobbins, 3d infantry, and Lieut. Porter, of 
the 4th infantry, son of the late Commodore Porter, 
left this camp on the 17th inst., each with a detach- 
ment of 2 non-commissioned officers and 10 privates 
to reconnoitre the surrounding country, from ten to 
twenty miles, in search of a band of robbers known 
to have been in that vicinity, and who were supposed 
to have murdered Col. Cross, and also to learn, if 
possible, something of his fate. The two parties took 
different directious, it raining hard during the night. 
The second day after, Lt. Porter met a party of 
Mexicans, one of whom snapped his peice at him. In 
return he discharged both barrels of his gun at the 
Mexican, who disappeared in the thorney thicket.— 
Lieut. Porter took the marauders’ camp, ten horses, 
saddles, &c. 


“This was about noon of the 19th. about eighteen 
miles above Gen. Taylor’s camp, and about six miles 
from the Rio Del Norte. He continued his search, 
and about 4 p. m., of the same day, he fell in with 
another party of Mexicans which had been probably 
joined by those whom he had met before. The rain 
continued. Lt. Porter’s party was fired on by these 
men, and one private of the party was killed. They 
made an attempt to return it; the heavy rains caused 
the guns to miss fire. 'The Mexicans continued their 
fire. Lieut, Porter, as is reported by his sergeant, 
made a sign with his hand for the men to extend to 
the right. The party was thus separated in the 
thickets. The sergeant and four privates returned to 
this camp on the 20th, and gave the above account. 

“A detachment of 30 dragoons was despatched 
early the next morning to reconnoitre the position 
and search for Lieut. Porter and those of his party 
who were missing. They returned the same night 
without having learned anything of them, the thickets 
being so dense that it was impossible for horses to 
move through them. They however fell in with Lt. 
Dobbins, who said he would continue to look for Lt. 
Porter a day or two longer. Yesterday, about noon, 
the corporal and three men of Lieut. Porter’s party 
returned, saying they feared Lieut. Porter had been 
killed. One of the men stated that he saw Lieut. P. 
fall from his horse. Another said he dismounted and 
staggered afterwards; and that vollies were poured 
into the place where he was. Lieut. Porter and one 
man of his party are still missing, besides the man 
known to be killed. 


“Two other companies of twenty-five men each, 
were despatched early this morning to make still fur- 
ther search.” 


Cox. Cross.—The body, as found, stripped of all 
clothing, was brought into Gen. Taylor’s camp about 
noon, April 2lst. and was interred with military 
honors on the following day. 


Letter of Capt. Catlett to the People of Galveston—On 
board Steamer Monmouth—Off St. Joseph’s, Ap. 28, 1846. 

Gentlemen: 1 am the bearer of a communication 
from Gen. Taylor to Gov. Henderson, requesting to be 
immediately reinforced by twenty companies of foot 
Riflemen. My destination is Victoria, and thence to 
Austin. I was instructed by the General to send an 
express from the former place by land to your city 
with communications to Lieut. Kingsbury, and at the 
same time to spread the information through the 
country. But it having been left discretionary with 
me, and the Monmouth being available, I have deter- 
mined to send the communications by her, and also to 
write to you, in order to facilitate as much as possible 
the sending on of troops. Gen. Taylor is in a very 
precarious situation at his camp near Matamoras, and 
an attack is feared on the post at Point Isabel. I 
believe a reinforcement of two hundred men would 


Taylor will be left without resources of any kind. 

I was instructed by Gen. Taylor to send out from 
Victoria expresses in such directions as I might deem 
most advisable, so as to have all the men possible op 
their march to his relief without awaiting the orders 
of the Governor. You will have it in your power to 
send to the Lower Brazos, Houston and Montgomery 
sooner than an express can go from Victoria. I there- 
fore leave that to you, knowing that it will be prompt. 
ly attended to. I shall send to Matagorda, Texana, 
Richmond and San Felipe. If you have an oppor- 
tunity, please send to Washington. I shall send there 
from La Grange. 

The place of rendezvous for the foot companies is 
suggested by the General at Galveston; that of the 
mounted men at Corpus Christi; at which place there 
will be provisions and forage. No party less than 400 
should think of going through on the direct road to Ma- 
tamoras, as there is a large force of Mexicans on the 
Aroyo Colorado, for the purpose of cutting off rein- 
forcements in that direction. Small parties can cross 
from Corpus Christi on to Padre’s Island. Arrange- 
ments are made for crossing from the lower point of 
the Island to Point Isabel. 

If two hundred men could be raised even tem- 
porarily at Galveston, 1 am decidedly of opinion it 
would be better to send them forthwith by the Mon- 
mouth—the security of Point Isabel is of the last im- 
portance. 

From the best information we could obtain, the force 
of the Mexicans is set down at seven thousand certain 
and reports go as high as twelve thousand. 

All communication is now cut off between the camp 
and Point Isabel, except by running the gauntlet. [| 
came out in the night of the 26th with a guide, and 
was prowling all night through chaparral, swamps 
and lakes. 

Capt. Baker will be able to give all the particulars 
of what has happened, the situation of Point Isabel, 
&e. &e. 

The old General is as coo] as a cucumber, and has 
so strengthened his position, that I am of opinion 
nothing can move him but starvation. 

In haste, your obedient servant. 
~W. G. CATLETT. 

Messrs. Williams and others. 

N. B.—A propeller has left for New Orleans with 
a requisition upon the Governor of Louisiana for 
troops also. I have thought a steamer might be leav- 
ing Galveston immediately for New Orleans, and for 
fear the propeller should be detained, would it not be 
well to state the facts to the Governor, that the troops 
might be in readiness by the arrival of the propeller; 
there is no mistake as to the order; the captain will 
explain. : W. G. C. 





ApJuTANT GENERAL’s OrFice, 
Washington, May 5, 1846. 

GeneraL: In answer to the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, of the 4th instant, referred by the 
Secretary of War to the head quarters of the army, 
requiring to be informed “whether any soldier or 
soldiers of the army of the United States have been 
shot for desertion, or in the act of desertion; if so, by 
whose order, and under what authority?” I respect- 
fully submit the following extract from Brevet Bri- 
gadier General Taylor’s despatch, of the 6th ultimo, 
this day received: 

“Efforts are constantly making to entice our men to 
desert, and, I regret to say, have met with considerable 
success. Four, however, have been drowned in swil- 
ming the river, and two have been killed by our pick- 
ets while attempting to desert, which has operated to 
check the practice. A majority of those who have de- 
serted are old offenders. ; 

The foregoing contains all the informatien received 
touching the resolution, but I may add, that no orders 
from the War Department, or head quarters of the 
army, have been issued on the subject. In the case 
reported above by General Taylor, it will be seen that 
the picket guard, or the party in pursuit, with, it 18 
supposed, the usual order to capture and bring bac- 
to the camp the deserters, felt justified, if not ¢ 
strained, in the last,resort to fire upon them in ao 
to secure their persons, rather than allow them 
escape from our army, and still worse, to communicate 
with or join the Mexican camp. 

Respectfully submitted: KR. JONES, Adj. Gen 

Major General Winrietp Scorrt, 
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REPORT of the steam schooner ugusta, Gillett, or- 
dered to proceed to New Orleans by the U. 8. Quarter 
Master at Point Isabel, with important despatches. 
Crossed the bar at Brazos Santiago on Tuesday the 

98th ult., at 6o0’clock, A.M. On Friday, Ist instant, 

when 60 miles west of the S. W. Pass, at 12 o’clock, 

M., was hailed by steamer Galveston, laid to and put 

Col. C. Doane, bearer of despatches, on board the 

Galveston. Left in port steamer Cincinnati, Smith, 
just arrived with baggage and arms for U. S. Army, 
from Aransas; U. S. steamers, Col. Long and Neva, 
lightening vessels in the harbor; schr. Ellen & Clara, 
Griffin, for N. O.; steam schr. Florida, Clift do; steam 
schnr. Jas. Cage, Sherman, do.; Mexican schr. Juanita 
lately arrived from New Orleans with stores for the 

Mexican army, was taken possession of by order of 

Gen. Taylor, and ordered to return to New Orleans 

without discharging her cargo; U.S. brig of war 

Lawrence, Commander Mercer, and U. S. schr. Flirt, 

Lieut. Sinclair, commanding, were blockading the 

mouth of the Rio Grande; schr. Bella del Mar, strand- 

ed on the bar of Brazos Santiago, was condemned and 
sold on the 25th ult.; U.S. steamer Monmouth was 
despatched, on the evening of the 27th ult., for Port 

Layvacca and Galveston, with a requisition from Gen. 

Taylor on the Governor of Texas for two regiments 

of cavalry and two regiments of foot—amilitia. 


Extract from a letter from Col. Firzpatricx, of Florida 
serving as a volunteer under Col. Twiaas, to a member 
of congress. : 

(Col. F°. is a gentleman of high character, well known 
as an officer who served in the Florida war.] 
Camp before Matamoros, April 27, 1846. 
Dear sin: The war has commenced on the part of 
Mexico. On the night of the 25:h instant, Capt. ‘Thorn- 
ton, of the dragoons, with a squadron consisting of his 
own and Capt. Hardee’s company, were ordered to re- 
connoiter the Mexican army, which Gen. Taylor had 
been informed were crossing the Rio Grande twenty- 
seven miles above here. Tne squad was ambuscaded 
and fired on,and a number (unknown) killed, and all 
besides taken by the Mexicans. They sent in two 
wounded, with a note to Gen. Taylor. Capt. Hardee is 
prisoner, but no news of Capt. Thornton and Lieuts. 

Mason and Kane. You will believe me when 1 tell you 

the war is commenced in Mexico, and that Gen. Taylor 

is about to be surrounded and cut off from his supplies 
at Pont Isabel, which is twenty-seven miles distant.— 

The Mexicans have a force of from two to three thou- 

sand on this side of the river, and their destination is 

doubtless Point Isabel, where there is not more than four 
hundred men of all descriptions. You will believe me | 
when I tell you that this army will have the d—dest | 


expense of twenty millions. of dollars will be incurred 
before this awful blunder can be remedied. 

Gen. Smith (Persifer L.) has agreed to take command 
of the four regiments of Louisiana militia required by 
Gen. Taylor. Our governor could not have made a 
better selection. 


Extract of a letter received by senator Cameron, and 
communicated to the Union. 
Brasos Santiugo, (Texas,) April 27. 

I embrace the opportunity of the departure of a ves- 
sel for New Orleans to announce to you that hostilities 
have commenced between the Mexican forces and the 
American army of occupation under the command of 
Gen. Taylor. The Mexican army is believed to be ten 
or twelve thousand strong. A considerable force is now 
crossing, or has crossed, to the left bank of the Rio 
Grande, with the view, it is thought, of either attacking 
Gen. Taylor’s camp, or his depot. If they could take 
this place, and thereby cut off Gen. Tayler’s supplies, 
he would be compelled to make a retrograde movement. 
There are only two companies of troops at this post for 
its defence; but there are some two hundred and fifty 
persons here besides soldiers—sutlera, clerks, and per- 
sons in the employment of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment—all of whom are willing to defend the place; so 
that we can probably muster three hundred and fifty 
men under arms. If they do not bring too large a force 
against us, we wil! be able to hold out until succor ar- 
rives from New Orleans or elsewhere. We have en- 
trenched ourselves. Gen. Taylor’s situation meantime 
is rather a critical one. All his supplies are received 
from this post, which is twenty-seven miles distant from 
his position, and requires a considerable force to guard 
each wagon-train, and by that means weakening his 
forces, which are in the immediate vicinity of a hostile 
force about four times as numerous. He has to-day 
made requisitions upon the authorities of Texas and 
Louisiana, and perhaps other states, for troops; until the 
arrival of which he must defend himself, as well as he 
can. He is strongly entrenched and has several pieces 
of artillery, of which he expects an additional supply 
from Baton Rouge in two or three days. 





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO CONGRESS. 








To the Senate and 
House of Representatives: 

The existing state of the relations between the United 
States and Mexico, renders it proper that I should bring 
the subject to the consideration of congress. In my mes- 
sage at the commencement of your present session, the 
state of these relations, the causes which led to the sus- 
pension of diplomatic intercourse between the two coun- 
tries in March, 1845, and the long continued and un- 
redressed wrongs and injuries committed by the Mexi- 
can government on citizens of the United States in their 
persons and pruperty, were briefly set forth. 





hardest fighting that ever any army had in this world, 
and, unless reinforcements are largely and speedily sent | 
{0 its assistance, it must be cut off, as the enemy are in| 
great force, and I fear have been very much underrat- 
ed. I tell you, sir, the enemy have been entirely under- | 
rated, and this army has put itself in a trap, and is cut | 
off (or about to be se) from its supplies. 
lam here with Col. Twiggs as an amateur, and 1 | 
shall stick to it tilll am killed or made prizoner. 
Yours, truly, R. FITZPATRICK. | 


LETTE@ TO A MEMBER OF CONGRESS. 
New Orleans, May 2, 1846. 
Dear sir: The ——— that has reached us this 
morning from Gen. Taylor's army has fully realized the 
fears of every intelligent person here of the imminent | 
danger of our whole army in Texas. At last accounts 
he had but about twenty-one hundred and fifty efficient 
men with him opposite Matamoros, with only ten days’ 
Provisions cut off from all communication with Point 
sabel, where he has his supplies and a large portion of | 
his artillery, munitions, &c. At Point Isabel there are | 
hot over three hundred men. Gen. T. is literally bag 
rounded, and from all accounts there cannot be less | 


a sixty-five hundred Mexicans in his vicinity, under 
8. 


There is little or no enthusiasm in Texas, and there 

will be difficulty and delay in getting the twenty-four 
waded. men in the field called for from Texas. Here 
pene wal be also yet greater difficulty, I fear The ex- 
; ne ilatoriness of government in paying off the Texas 
0 nena has peosaaed most wnecaente effect. 

. Jere seems to be little or no confidence in the ad- 
a There is no money here. Both the quar- 
on 4 and commissary are without a cent, and large 
: € now due to citizens; and yet it appears we have 

even or twelve millions in the treasury. 
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As the facts and opinions which were then laid before 
you were carefully considered, I cannot better express 
my present convictions of the condition of affairs up to 
that time, than by referring you tothat communication. 

The strong desire to establish peace with Mexico, on 
liberal and honorable terms, and the readiness of thia 
government to regulate and adjust our boundary, and 
other causes of difference with that power on such fair 
and equitable priaciples as would lead to permanent re- 
lations of the most friendly nature, induced me in Sep- 
tember last to seek the reopening of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. Every measure adopted on 
our part had for its object the furtherance of these de- 
sired results. In communicating to congress a succinct 
statement of the injuries which we had suffered from 
Mexico, and which have been accumulating during a 
period of more than twenty years, every expression that 
could tend to inflame the people of Mexico, or defeat or 
delay a pacific result was carefully avoided. An envoy 
of the United States repaired to Mexico with full powers 
to adjust every existing difference. But though present 
on the Mexican soil, by agreement between the two go- 
vernments, invested with full powers, and bearing evi- 
dence of the most friendly dispositions, his mission has 
been unavailing. The Mexican government not only 
refused to receive him, or listen to his propositions, but, 
after a long-continued series of menaces, have at last 
invaded our territory and shea the blood of our fellow 
citizens on our own soil. 


It now becomes my duty tostate more in detail the 
origin, progress, and failure of that mission. In pursu- 
ancé of the instructions given in September last, an_in- 
quiry was made, on the thirteenth of October, in 1845, 
in the most friendly terms, through our consul in Mexi- 
co, of the minister of foreign affairs, whether the Mexi- 
can government * would receive an envoy from the U. 
States intrusted with full powers to adjust all the ques- 
tions in dispute between the two governments;” with 
the assurance that ‘‘should the answer be in the affirm- 
ative, such an envoy would be immediately despatehed 
to Mexico.” The Mexican minister, on the fifteenth of 
October, gave an affirmative answer to this inquiry, re- 

vesting, at the same time, that our naval force at Vera 

ruz might be withdrawn lestits continued presence 
might assume the appearance of menace and coercion 
pending the negotiations. This force was immediately 
withdrawn. On the 10ihof November, 1845, Mr. John 
Slidell, of Louisiana, was commissioned by me as en- 
voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the U. 





mammtain our position on the Rio de, and a probable 


States to Mexico,.and wag entrusted with tull powers to 


indemnification to our citizens. _The redress of the 
wrongs of our citizens naturally and inseparably blended 
itself with the question of boundary. The settlement of 
the one question in any correct view of the subject in- 
volves that of the other. I could not, for a moment 
entertain the idea that the claims of our much injured 
and long suffering citizens, many of which had existed 
for more than twenty years, should be postponed, or 
separated from the settlement ot the boundary question. 

r. Slidell arrived at Vera Cruz on the 30th of Novem- 
ber, and was courteously received by the authorities of 
that city. But the government of General Herrera was 
then tottering to its fall. The revolutionary party had 
seized upon the Texas question to effect or hasten its 
overthrow. Its detetmination to restore friendly rela- 
tions with the United States, and to receive our minister, 
to negotiate for the settlement of this question, was vio- 
lently assailed, and was made the great theme of de- 
nunciation against it. The government of General Her- 
rera, there is good reason to believe, was sincerely desi- 
rous to receive our minister; but it yielded to the storm 
raised by its enemies, and on the 2ist of December re- 
fused to accredit Mr. Slidell upon the most frivolous pre- 
texts. ‘These are so fully and ably exposed in the note 
of Mr. Slidell of the 24th of December last to the Mex- 
ican minister of foreign relations, herewith transmitted, 
that 1 deem it unnecessary to enter into further detail on 
this portion of the subject. 


Five days after the date of Mr. Slidell’s note, Gen. 
Herrera yielded the government to Gen. Paredes with- 
out a struggle, and on the 30th of December resigned the 
presidency. This revolution was accomplished solely 
by the army, the people having taken little part in the 
contest; and thus the supreme power in Mexico passed 
into the hands of a military leader. 

Determined to leave no effort untried to effect an ami- 
cable adjustment with Mexico, I diretted Mr. Slidell to 
present his credentials to the government of Gen. Pare- 
des, and ask to be officially received by him. There 
would have been less ground for taking this step had 
Gen. Paredes come into power by a regular constitu- 
tional succession. In that event his administration would 
have been considered but a mere constitutional contin- 
vance of the government uf Gen. Herrera, and the re- 
fusal of the latter to receive our minister would have 
heen deemed conclusive, unless an intimation had been 
given to Gen. Paredes of his desire to reverse the deci- 
sion of his predecessor. 


But the government of General Paredes owes its ex- 
istence to a military revolution, by which the subsisting 
constitutional authorities had been subverted. The form 
of government was entirely changed, as well as all the 
high functionaries by whom it was administered. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Slidell, in obedience 
to my direction, «diressed a note to the Mexican min- 
ister of foreign relations, under date of the 1st of March 
last, asking to be received by that government in the 
diplomatic character to which he had been appointed. 
This minister in his reply, under date of the 12th of 
March, reiterated the arguments of his predecessor, 





| 








and in terms that may be considered as giving just 
rounds of offence to the government and people of the 
United States, denied the application of Mr. Slidell.— 
Nothing, therefore, remamed for our envoy but to de- 
mand his pas:p.rts, and return to his own country. 
Thus the government of M_ xico, though solemnly 
pledged ty officia! «cts 1 Qetober last to receive and 
vecred t an American envoy, violeted their plighted 
faith, and refus.d ‘he offer of a peac« ful adjustment of 
our difficulties, Not only was the offer rejected, but 
the ind gnity of its rejection was enhanced by the ma- 
nifest breach of fath in refusing to admit the envoy, 
who came because they had bound themselves to re- 
ceive him. Nor can it be said that the offer was fruit- 
less from the want of opportunity of discussing :t: our 
envoy was present on their own svil. Nor can it be as- 
cribed to a want of suffi-ient powers: our envoy had full 
powers to adjust every quest on of diffierence. Nor was 
there room for complaint that our propos tions for s«t- 
tlement were unreasonable: perm'ssion was not even 
riven our envoy to make any proposition whatever.— 
Nor can it be objected that we, on our part, would not 
listen to any reasonable terms of their suggestion: the 
Mexican government refused all negotiation, and have 
made no proposition of any kind, 


In my message at the commencement of the present 
session, | intormed you th-t upon the earnest appeal 
both of the congress and convention of Texas, r had 
ordered an efficient m litary foree to take a position 
“between the Nueces and the Del Norte.’’? This had 
become necessary to meet a threatened invasion of Tex- 
as by the Mexicen forees, for which extensive military 
preparations had been made. The inv«sion was threa- 
tened sol. ly because ‘Texas had determined, in aecord- 
ance with a solemn resolution of the congress of the 
United States to annex herself to our Union; and under 
these circumstances, it was plainly our duty to extend 
our protect‘on over her citizens and so.1, 

This force was concentya'ed at Corpus Christi, and 
rema ned there until aft.r | had received such informa. 
tion from Mexico as render it probable, if not certain, 
that the Mexican government would refuse to receive 
our envoy. 

Meantime Texas, by the final action of our congress 
had become an integral part of our Union, The con- 

ress af ‘l'exas by its act of December 19th, 1836, had 

eclared the R:o del Norte to be the boundary of that 





adjust both the questions of the Texas boundary and ot' 


republic. Its jurisd:ction had been extended and ex- 
ercised beyond the Nucces. The country between that 
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river and the Del Norte had been represented in the 
congress and in the convention of Texas, had thus ta- 
ken part in the act of annexation itself, and is now in- 

ed within one of our congressional districts. Our 
own congress had, moreover, with grvat unanimity b) 
the act approved ecember Sist, 1845, recognize! the 
countr: Dixand the Nueces ag a part of our tervitory, 
ag Fe ‘it within our own reyenue system; and a 
revenue officer to reside within that district hes been 
appointed by -and with the advice and consent of the 
senate, [It  beeame, therefore, of urgent pecessity to 
provide for the defunee of that portion of our country. 
Accordingly, on the thirteenth of J«nuary !ast, mstruc- 
tious were issued to the general in command of these 
troops to occupy the left bank of the Del Norte. This 
rivéy which is the southwestern boundary of the State 
of ‘Texws is an exposed frontier. , , 

om this quar'er invasion was threatened; upon it 
and in its immediate vicinity, in the judgment of high 
military experience, and the proper stations for the pro- 
tect'ng forces of ‘the government. In addition to this 
important consideration, several others occurred to in- 
duce this movement. suong these are the facilities 
afforded by the ports at Brazos Santiago and the mouth 
of the ‘De! Norte for the reception of supplies by sea, 
the stronger ahd more healthful military positions, the 
conyenience for obtaining a ready and a more abundant 
supply of provisions, water, fuel, and forage, and the 
advanhfages which ave »fforded by the Del Norte in for- 
warding supplies to stich posts as may be establisled in 
the inerior and upon the Indian frontier, 

The moyement of troops upon the Del Norte was 
made ‘by the commanding general, under positive in- 
structions to abstain from: all aggressive acts towards 
Mexico, or ‘Mexican citizens, and io regard the rela- 
tions; between .that republic and the United States as 
peaceful, unless she should declare war, or commit: cts 
of hostility: indicative, of a state of war. He was spe- 
cially directed to. protct private property and respect 
personal rights. 

The-army moved from Corpus Christi on the 11th of 
March, and onthe 28th of that month arrived on the 
lett bank of the Del Norte, opposite to Matamoros, 
where it encamped on a commanving position, which 
has since been strengthened by the erection of field 
works, A depot has also been es'ablished at Point [sa- 
bel, near the Brazos ‘Santiago, thirty miles in rear of 
the encampment. The, sel: ction of his position was 
necesssrily confided to the judgment of the general in 
command, 


The Mexican forces at M:tamoros assumed a bellig- 
erent attitude; und on the 12:h of April, Gen. Ampudia, 
theti in’command@, notified Gen. Taylor to break up his 
camp within twenty-four hours, and to retire beyond 
the Nuéves river, and ‘in the event of his fai'ure to com- 
ply ‘with these demands, announced that arms, ahd arms 
alone, must decide the quesiios. But no open act of 
hostility was committed until the twenty-fourth of 
April. On that dy, Gen. Avista, who had succeeded 
to the command of the Mexican forces, communicated 
to Ger. Taylor that “he considered hostilities com. 
meneed and should prosecute them.” A party of dra- 

oons-of sixty-three men and officers were on the same 

ay despatehed from the American camp up the Rio 
de] Norte,.on its left. bank, to ascertain whether the 
Mexiéan troops had créssed, or were preparing to cross 
the river, “became engaged with a large body of these. 
troops .and after’ a short affair, in which some sixteen 
were killed an! wounded, appear to have been sur- 
roundéd and compelled to surrender.” ’ 

The grievous wrongs perpetrated by Mexico upon our 
citizens throughout ‘a long period of years, remain un- 
redressed} and’ solemn treaties, pledging her public 
faith for this redrebs, have been disregarded. A go- 
vernment either unable or unwill ng to enforce the exe- 
cution.of such trcaties, fails to perform one of its plain- 
est duties. P 

Our commerce with Mexico has been almost anni- 
hilated.’ It was formerly highly beneficial to both na- 
tions; but our merchants have been deterred trom pro- 
secuiing it by the system of outrage and exto: tion wh ch 
the’ Mexican author tes have pursued against them, 
whilst their appeals through their own goveroment for 
indenmity have been made in vain. Our forb: arance 
has’ gone to “stich an ektteme'as to be mistaken in its 
charactér. Had ‘we acted with vigor in sepell ng the 
insults and redressing the injuri:s inflicted by Mex‘co 
at the commentement, we should doubtless have ¢ scap- 
ed all the diffica!ti¢s in which we are now involved 

[ustead of (his; however, we have been exerting our 
best efforts to propit#te her good will. Upon the pre- 
text that Texas, a nation »s in'ependent as herself, 
thought prop: r te unite its desti‘ ies with our own, she 


‘thousand additional coptes of the message and ac- 


of all its consequences, it would take many years 


called upon, by every consideration of duty and patri- 
otism, to vindicate, with decision, the honor, the rights, 
and the interests of cur country. 
Anticipsting the possibility of a crisis like that which 
has arrived, instructions were given in August last, ‘as 
@ precautionary measure,” against invasion, or threaten- 
ed invasion, authorising Gen. Taylor, if the emergency 
required, to aceept volunteers, not from Texas only, 
but from the states of Louisiane, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky; and corressponding letters 
were addressed to the respective governors of those 
stutes.. 
These instructions were repeated; and in January 
last, soon after the incorporation of **Texas into our 
union of states,” General Taylor was further ‘‘wutho- 
rized by the president to make a requisition upon the 
executive of that state for such of its militia force as 
may be needed to repel invasion or to secure the coun- 
try against, apprehended invasion.”» On the second 
day of March he was again reminded, ‘‘in the event 
of the approach of any considerable Mexican force, 
pe rg and efficiently to use the authority with which 
e was clothed to call tohim such auxilliary force as he 
mig t need.” War actually existing, and our. territory 
having been invaded, General Taylor, pursuant to au- 
thority vested in him by my direction, has called on the 
governor of Texas for four regiments of state troops— 
two to be mounted, and two to serve on foot; and on the 
governor of Louisiana fot four regiments of infantry, to 
be sen! to him as 80.0 as practicable, 

In further vindication of our rights and defence of our 
terr:tovy, I invoke the prompt action of congress to re- 
cognise the existence of the war, and to place at the 
disposition of the executive the means of prosescuting 
the war with vigor, and thus hastening the restoration 
of peace, To this end I recommend that authority 
should be given to eall into public service a large body 
of volunteers to serve for not less than six or twelve 
months unless sooner discharged. A voluutceer force 
is, beyond question, more efficient than any other de- 
scription of citizen soldiers; and it is not to be doubted 
that a number far beyond that required would readily 
rush to the field upon the exll of their country. . I fur- 
ther recommend that a liberal provision be made for 
sustaining our entire militery force, and furnishing it 
wth -supples and munitions of war. 


The most energetic and prompt measures, and the 
imm: diate appearance in arms of a large and overpow- 
ering force, are recommended to congress as the most 
certain and efficient means of bringing the existing col- 
lision with Mexico to a speady ie successful termina: 
tion. 

In making these recommendations, I deem it proper 
to declare that it is my anxious desire not only to ter- 
minate hostilities speedily, but to bring all matters in 
dispute between this government and Mexico to an 
early and amicable ajustment; and, in this view, I sh«ll 
be prepred to renew negotiations, whenever Mexico 
shall be ready to receive propositions, or to make pro- 
positions of her own, 

I transmit herew th a copy of the correspondence 
between our envoy to Mexico and the Mexican minis- 
ter tor foreign affairs; and so much of the evrrespon- 
dence between that envoy and the secretary of state, 
and between the secretary of war aud the general in 


understanding of the subject. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
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The message from the president of the U. States 
in relation to war with Mexico, which will be found 
in this number, being read— 

Mr. Sevier moved that the message and documents 
be peeectes to the committee on foreign affairs and 
printed. 

Mr. Davis desired that the documents accompany- 
ing the message be read. 

Mr. Speight observed that these documents were 
very voluminous, and the reading would consequent- 
ly occupy a considerable time. He suggested that, 
as they were to be printed, the reading might be 
dispensed with at present. He moved that twenty 


companying documents be printed. 
Mr. Calhoun said they had now a very great ques- 
tion presented to them—a question which, in view 





has affected () beleve that we have sve red hee righ'- 
inl tere dépy, «nd, in offie al “~proclsmations and »-ani- 
‘esioes, has rapea edly threatehed to make wat upon 
us for the purpose of r’conqa’ting Texas. tu the 
mea time, we have tried every effort st reronciliatian. 


The eup' of ford: arance h d been exhausted, even before | 


Del 


the ree nt Gnfurmation from the frontier of the 


Norte, Bat now, aft-r rei:tersted niu naces, Mexico has 


passed the’boui.daryof the United States, has invaded 
our territory, and shed: Aimetican blood upon the Ame- 


ricun soil. ‘Sh 4 -proclaimed that hostilities have 


commeneed, ind tliat the two’ nations are now at war. 
As War €xi8is «nd)notwith standing ‘all our efforts to 
avoid it, existe by the act of Mexico herself, we are 





to terminate; and he hoped that the senate would, 
on this occasion, manifest that quiet dignity, and 
‘give to the subject that dispassionate cunsidera- 
| tion, which was worthy the character of a grave and 
‘deliberative body. He trusted that they would, lay- 


to the adoption of such measures as. were rendered 
necessary in the present emergency, such as the con- 
stitution demanded of them, and such as the honor 
and interesis of the country might require. But he 
hoped that in this state of the case nothing more 


command on the Del Norte, as are necessary toa full | 


ing aside every minor consideration, proceed.at.once: 


a 


had the matter under consideration it would be time 
enough to determine what number should be pub. 
lished: It had always been understood that the 
printing of a vast number of any set of documents 
was an endorsement of their contents. He would 
offer no opinion upon the documents now before 
them, but he thought it would be at least undigni-. 
fied on the part of the senate to priat an unusual 
number. 

Mr. Speight said he responded heartily to. every 
word which had fallen from the senator from South 
Carolina as to the proper action of the senate upon 
this occasion. His motive in proposing the printing 
of an extra number, which proposition was suggest. 
ed by his friends around him, was that he supposed 
that the people throughout the country wouid be de. 
sirous of reading the documents. He could not say 
whether the printing might be considered an endorse- 
ment of them. by the senate, but this he would say, 
that as far as he was concerned, he for one endorsed 
every word they contained. He entirely approved 
of the.message, and was prepared without hesitation 
to carry out what the president had recommended. 
He had recommended no declaration of war; but 
had only recommended the placing at his disposal a 
sufficient military force to repel an invasion. He 
believed there was no American who would not re- 
spond to that message. He would do the senator 
from South Carolina the justice to say that he be- 
lieved he would respond to it. 


If he thought it was the sense of the senate that 
no more than the usual number of copies should be 
printed, he would withdraw his motion; but he would 
repeat that he believed there would be a desire 
throughout the country to read these documents, and 
he saw no reason why they should not be printed 
and circulated extensively. This message was a 
highly important document; they had reached an 
important crisis, and he agreed with the senator 
from South Carolina that they should meet it firmly 
and with due and proper deliberation. For his own 
part, he was prepared to meet it. 


Mr. Allen said he believed it was usual, whenever 
an important communication was made to congress, 
if that communication and the documents which ac- 
companied it were too voluminous to find admission 
in the public newspapers of the country, for the sen- 
ate of the United States to supply the demand of the 
country by printing an extra number of such com. 
munication with the accompanying documents. No 
man would question for an instant the transcendant 
importance of the matter now communijeated to the 
senate; and no man would doubt that the matter con- 
tained in those papers was too voluminous to find a 
publication in the newspaper press of the country.— 
No man could doubt the right which the American 
people had to indulge that wholesome curiosity 
which would induce them to look for the publica- 
tion of those documents. These were facts about 
which there could be no doubt, and if there ever 
| was a case Where it became important to give an 
extended circulation to a great public fact, this was 
that case. They were told by the senator from Mis- 
sissippi that the president had not. recommended a 
declaration of war; but the senator had overlooked 
the more important fact that the president told them 
that war actually exists, and he had asked the con- 
gress of the United States to acknowledge that fact 
by such a public act as should nationalize it, and put 
the United States in that relation to the nations of 
the world which she had a right to occupy in conse- 
quence of a state of war. It had been said that time 
for deliberation was necessary; but the time for de- 
liberation should be measured by the crisis present- 
ed by the state of facts upon which those delibera- 
tions were to be had. hat was the crisis here? 
The crisis was existing war. Deliberation, then, 
could tend to no benefit. As for the suggestion 
which had been thrown out, that the operation of 
the army of this government ought to be limited to 
its ow, soil, that we should be required to fight only 
on one square of the board, while Mexico fights on 
the whole board, it seemed to him to involve the 
most suicidal policy. How could the war be brought 
to a successiul termination? How could a peace 
which should have any duration be expected to re- 
sult from a conflict conducted in that manner, unless 
Mexico be given distinctly to understand that wheo 
she makes war upon the United States she incurs all 
the consequences which a state of war inflicts. But 
he would go no further in this matter at this time; 
he desired that the documents should be printed, and 
extensively circulated, for reasons which he had al- 
ready given. And, for the purpose of testing the 
sense of the senate upon the question of printing 9 
extra number, be asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ‘Sevier—I Understand the motion to refer the 
meseagé to the committee on foreign relations has 








than was usual would be done in regard: to printing 


documents for the use of the senate; after they had 
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The Presiding officer—The question has not yet 





t. 

Me. Sevier said he hoped that question would be 
apes M. Clayton said he thought the proper re- 
ference would be to the committee on military af- 
The president asks congress for aid and as- 
sistance to carry on military operations; it appeared 
to him that the matter should go to that committee, 
and not to the committee on foreign relations. 


Mr. Calhoun said he had, in part, effected the ob- 
‘ect he had in view by eliciting the observations 
«which bad been made by the senator from Ohio.— 
His object was, that the senate should not precipi- 
tately order the printing of a large extra number, 


§ thereby causing it to be inferred that there was an 
absolute endorsement of the ducuments on the part 


of the senate. He would admit the president had 


~ announced that there was war; but, according to his 
~ interpretation, it was not such a war as the constitu- 
tion designated by the term war. For his own part, 
he was inclined to distinguish between hostilities and 
war. God forbid that they should ever be found 
~ under the constitution of this government confound- 


ing the one with the other. There might be inva- 


> sion without war, and they might find themselves 
forced to repel invasion, and yet no war ensue such 
~ as was strictly entitled to be so denominated. It 
> was for congress to determine whether war should 


be declared or not. And it was under that aspect of 


7 the question that he considered it unadvisable that 


there should be any act on the part of the senate 
' tending to sanction the idea that there was war.— 
There was a certain calmness, dignity, decorum, and 
forbearance expected to be exercised by the senate 
of the United States which should never be lost 
sight of. He hoped that body would never suffer it- 
relf to be carried away by impetuosity, or hurried 
into precipitate action. He was prepared to do all 
that patriotism and the honor of the country requir- 
ed. He wished to be prepared at all points, but he 
_ wished that this should be performed in a manner 
_ worthy of the senate of the United States. 


Mr. Sevier said it was not his purpose to promote 
e had moved the 


Was there any breach of deco- 


Mr. Calhoun said he had not the slightest refe- 


"~ rence to the senator from Arkansas in anything he 
_ had said. 


Mr. Sevier—My motion was to refer the message 


to the committee on foreign relations, where mes- 
_ sages of that sort are always referred. Has the 

_ senator more confidence in another committee than 
> he has in that? I understand the motion to print an 


extra pumber of copies to have been withdrawn, 
and on the motion to print the usual number I now 


|" ask the yeas and nays. 


Mr. Morehead said he regretted that he could not 


_ concur with his honorable friend from Delaware in 


his suggestion as to the proper direction or reference 
The reference, in his opinion, 


there must be some action on the part of congress. 
Thus far, if war now existed, if the people of this 
Country found themselves in a state of war with 
was a war which had not been brought 
Out or declared by the legislative department of 
:. © government, to which constitutionally the power 


. wher ing war belonged. Before, therefore, we 


occu *.* . . . 
the te Py 4 proper position in the estimation of 


tions of the world, whose opinion on subjects 
y $ sort he thought they ought not to venture to 
‘stegard—before they assumed a hostile attitude, 

probability it would become their duty 

the subject should be referred to that 
» in all cases of this sort, was ac- 
e charge and to receive the consid- 
atter; before the congress of the Uni- 
BD should ognised the existence of war, they 
j perform the part assigned to them by the con- 


customed to hav 
ration of the ny 


q ‘\itution of the United States. 


Mr. J. Mw Clayton contended that the message 


ars. Th rred to the committee on military af- 
there was president (he said) had announced that 
Was war; that war actually existed, and called 

ra grant of some millions of dollars 
war, pronouncing it essentially neces- 
detnanded ot uld be carried on. The president also 
I the aaa of them tens of thousands of volunteers for 
I he did purpose, Now, he was not willing, though 
not take on himself the responsibility of: the 

bility must rest with the president 

ht it about—he was not willing to 


(0 carry on that 


» who broug 





hesitate or to undertake to decide whether the incep- 
tion of the war was right or not. It being in exist- 
ence he was ready to go for the volunteers and the 
allowance of money at once for the support of the 
honor of the country. They could decide at their 
leisure afterwards, and the committee on foreign re- 
lations could decide at leisure, upon the grave ques- 
tion of responsibility of occasioning the war. That 
question would come under consideration undoubt- 
edly. But the first duty of the senate, in his humble 
judgment, was to vote for the supplies. What had 
the committee on foreign relations to do with this?— 
He would say to his friend from South Carolina (if 
he would allow him to call him so) that the opinion 
he entertained very closely approached to his own 
upon this matter. He was very far from justifying 
the course of the executive in sending the troops of 
the United States to the Rio del Norte. But the 
country was in a state of war. What was now to be 
done? To provide supplies to defend our position, 
and to lose no time in doingso. The other questions, 
as they arose, would have to be settled by the peo- 
ple and the executive. They might be deliberated 
upon at leisure. Upon the main question of furnish- 
itg supplies, it appeared to him there ought to be 
prompt and efficient action. 


Mc. Archer said he wae a good deal surprised that 
his honorable friend from Delaware failed to make 
the distinction between a state of war, properly so 
called, and the staté in which we were now placed. 
Several senators had assumed that we were in a state 
of war; he maintained that we were not. When 
some years ago a vessel belonging to citizens of the 
U. States was destroyed by a foreign force, did that 
constitute a state of war? The president according 
to his construction of the message, did not affirm that 
we were in a state of war. He could not affirm it; 
or, if be did, he affirmed what, in the legal accepta- 
tion of the term, was not true. What would be the 
result of such a construction? That our troops on 
the Rio del Norte could at their pleasure involve us in 
a state of war. Congress was under the constitution, 
the war making power, and congress had done no 
act to oo us in a state of war. What was the pur- 
port of the message of the president? It was that a 
certain state of facts had reached his knowledge 
which made it necessary that congress should inquire 
what action was necessary to be taken thereupon. Did 
the position of our troops on the frontier necessarily 
place the U. States in a state of wat? Certainly not. 
Suppose the state of things be misunderstood; sup- 
pose the action on the part of the Mexican autho- 
rities to be justified by the circumstances, could it 
be said that they were in a state of war? Fighting 
did not in every cage absolutely constitute a state of 
war. There had often been collisions which did not 
amount to war. ‘The facts existing only authorised 
an inquiry as to whether they should proceed to a 
state of war. He hoped thecourse which had been 
pursued on other uccasions, when the U. States were 
threatened with war, would not be departed from 
now; that the reference would in the first instance 
be made to the committee on foreign relations, and 
when they had ali the information that was necessa- 
ry, it would be time enough to declare the country in 
a state of war. 


Mr. Benton said he apprehended that there were 
two very distinct questions presented to the consid- 
eration of the senate touching this matter. The 

resident announced the fact of the invasion of the 

nited States; he then proposed to carry on a war 
against Mexico on a scale commensurate with the 
necessity of the occasion. Upon the occurrence of 
an invasion it was the duty of the president, under the 
constitution, at once, by all the means which the law 
placed in his power, to repel that invasion. Certain 
acts uf congress authorized him to call out the mili- 
tia for that purpose, the period of their service be- 
ing limited to three months; and as often as an oc- 
casion of this kind had occurred, it had been deemed 
proper, in order to procure the most efficient troops, 
to permit the president to accept the services of 
volunteers. The general commanding on the banks 
of the Rio del Norte had, therefore, in this case, in 
accordance with authority given him by the presi- 
dent, called fur volunteers. The first thing, then, in 
his opinion, which they had to do was to furnish the 
means to pay those volunteers; and, in granting him 
the money to pay those volunteers, legitimatize the 
call which he made for their services. Thus far, it 
would be a military question—a question for the 
committee on military affairs, to say whether they 
will adopt eight thousand or three times eight thou- 
sand. But it became alsoa question which concern- 
ed our foreign relations; and, if the first measure 
were adopted—-about which he apprehended there 
could be no dispute, it being requisite to repel inva- 
sion—the first measure being adopted, there would 
then be time to consider the second question. He 
would suggest, therefore, that so much of the mes- 





sage as related to repelling an invasion be referred 
to the committee on military affairs, and so much of 
it as related to our foreign relations be referred to 
the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. fillen observed that the suggestion of the sena- 
tor from Missouri appeared to him to present the 
question in its true and natural aspect. The appro- 
priatione for the defence of the country need not be 
delayed by being connected with other questions 
growing out of the same state of facts. 


Mr. Sevier accepted the proposition of the senator 
from Missouri as a modification of his motion. 

Mr. Cass desired to say merely a single word.— 
The message of the president was but a manifesto of 
the difficulty existing between this country and 
Mexico; it was very similar to a message which was 
sent to congress by Mr. Madison. He felt very 
much gratified at hearing the language which had 
fallen from the honorable senator from Delaware.— 
The senator had spoken like an American; he was 
ready to meet the emergency. The ground he took 
was fair ground for a party man to take; going for: 
his country first, and afterwards to inquire by whom 
the mischief was brought about. It was a very fair 
sudject of inquiry. Let us, (pursued Mr. C.) let us’ 
go for the defence of our country first; let us adopt 
all proper measures for repelling invasion; and, as 
soon as we have done that, i for one am prepared to 
enter into an inquiry as to who is right and who is 
wrong. I agree with the senator from Mississippi, 
I concur entirely in the message of the president; 
and, as far as my voice will go to accomplish it, its 
recommendation shall be carried out. And I must 
be allowed to say further, (and [ use the word in its 
best sense,) I repel the construction put upon it by 
the honorable senator from South Carolina. One 
country may declare war, but it takes two countries 
to declare peace. Suppose Mexico declares wat 
against you, are you at peace? No. There is no in- 
termediate state between peace and war. {n which 
state are we at presen? Can it be said that our 
troops may drive the Mexicans over the boundary, 
and then politely say, Good bye, until you come 
back; and then we shall be ready for you again.— 
This, 1 should say, was a state of war. Every gen- 
tleman knows that within the last half century a do- 
zen wars have been waged growing out of acts of 
hostility of that nature. The honorable senator 
from South Carolina says we are not in a state of 
war, but in a state of hostility. Now, lam not go- 
ing to dispute about the meaning of words, but if the 
erege denies that an invasion is an act of war, 

differ with him entirely. Suppose a foreign nation 
blockades your ports; to be sure you are not invaded 
on land, but are you not ina state of hostility—a 
state that leads legitimately to the consequences of 
war? These are my views. I say we are now ina 
| position that, whether we declare war or not, our 
acts must be acts of war. We are placed in this so 
lemn condition. It is a most important crisis. If 
we march forward with firmness, decision, and 
promptitude, our course is plain and honorable 
before the world. If we do not—if we make half 
war and half peace; if we go to the border and say, 
if you come over we will fight you; if we do this 
we disgrace ourselves before the world. 1 think 
there is but one eourse, and that is, to push the ex- 
pedition into Mexico and compel her to make peace. 


Mr. Calhoun said that, in his jadgment, mere inva- 

sion and a solemn declaration of war were two 
things entirely distinct. He hoped there would not 
be the slightest difference of opinion, but that they 
would act with the utmost promptitude, as far as re- 
pelling the invasion was concerned. The senator 
from Michigan (said Mr. C.) repels no observation 
of mine, for his remark has no application to any 
thing I said. I said, in the meaning of the constitu- 
tion war could only be declared by congress; that it 
was only through the authority of congress that the 
state of things called war could be brought about.— 
There is no question between the senator and my- 
self. 1 will go further, and say it is a great perver- . 
sion of language to call the present state of things 
war. It is acase of invasion, a state of hostilities 
between two opposite forces on the frontier. Now, 
whether we shall proceed and settle all our accounts 
with Mexico at once is the great question to which [ 
alluded. 
' Mr. Alien said he did not rise to protract the de- 
bate, but for the purpose of moving that so much of 
the annual message as relates to Mexico be printed, 
together with the documents communicated to the 
senate to-day. 

Mr. Morehead said he had no earthiy objection, as 
far as he was concerned, to a division of the question 
of reference, He rose for the pur of saying a 
single word in answer to the suggestion of the senator 
from Michigan; and before doing so, he must ex- 
press his surprise that the senator from Mich. should 





think it a subject of congratulation that a member of 
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the senate of the U. States had expressed, powerfully 
and eloquently as his friend from Delaware had 
done, in regard to the question now under conside- 
ration, his determination to stand by the country in 
the hostile attitude in which it was placed. He 
trusted that the sentiment avowed by the senator 
from Delaware was asentiment entertained by every 
member of the senate. He trusted it was not so 
remarkable as to be made the subject of special 
observation. But in regard to the point assumed 
by the senator, whether there was a war now exist- 
ing between Mexico and the United States, he de- 
sired to say a word. It was familiarly understood 
by them all that the power to declare war belonged 
alone to congress, and that the president of the U. 
States had no power constitutionally to involve the 
country ina war; but if there was at this moment 
actually subsisting a war between the U. States and 
Mexico, it would follow that the president of the U. 
S. could involve the country ina war without the as- 
sent of the legislative department of the government. 
He could very well conceive a case where the army 
of. the U. States, having assumed a position within 
the territory of Mexico, such a position as would de- 
mand from Mexico that she should repel the inva- 
sion, and that hostilities should arise between the 
two countries—would that be a state of war? No. 
He held that it was competent alone for congress to 
declare when war did exist; and because the presi- 
dent had not the power to create hostile relations be- 
tween this government and another, it became the 
duty of the congress of tne United States to exercise 
that power. In this view he did not think there did 
exist al this moment war between the two nations, 
in the sense in which. the constitution intended it to 
be understood, He thought there was very reasonable 
distinction between war and hostilities. There was 
a period of the government when that distinction 
was practically carried out. It was that period when 
hostile relations existed between this country and 
France. There were aggressions committed on our 
commerce on the high seas, and claims for restitu- 
tion were formally set up by the owners of the pro- 
perty destroyed. Congress adopted various measures 
indicating a state of hostilities, but there was no war 
declared, and none existing, and yet there was an 
extensive series of hostilities enacted on the ocean— 
not amounting to actual war, not constituting war as 
intended by the constitution, vet such a state of hos- 
tilities as made. it necessary for congress to adopt 
various measures authorising various parties to repel 
aggression on the part of France. it seemed to him 
the distinction very properly existed, and he hoped, 
therefore, that that portion of the message referring 
to the relations existing between this country and 
Mexico would be referred to the committee on fo- 
reign relations, and that part which referred to rais- 
ing supplies and reinforcements would be placed 
under the charge of the committee on military af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Critrenven, after making some inquiry as to 
the documents communicated with the President’s 
message, and after the order of General Taylor to ‘ad- 
vance to the Rio de Norte had been read, proceeded 
to remark, in substance, that he deeply regretted the 
intelligence communicated by the message of hostili- 
ties with Mexico. 
tivate peace with her. That such had been our policy 
in relation to Mexico and all the South American Re- 
publics. That we had hailed their first struggles for 
liberty, and their establishment of Republican Govern- 
ments, and looked upon them as forming a system of 
republics opposed to the monarchical system of Ku- 
rope. As the head of the republican system, it has 
been our feeling, as it was our true policy, to cherish 


the kindliest relations and sympathies towards them | 


all. And such had,been our course till our late un- 
fortunate difficulties with Mexico, which resulted, as 
we are now informed, iz actual hostilities. Mr. C. 
feared that all had not been done by our [Executive 
that might have been done to avoid that result. He 
hoped the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Sevier) might 
be able to justify, in every particular, the conduct of 
the President; but at present he could see no good 
reasou for advancing our army through a disputed 


That it was our true policy to cul- | 


strict, and such as the importance of the event 
demands. Whoever should be found to have caused 
the hostility, if it has been caused on our part, ought 
to be held to the highest responsibility. Congress 
alone can constitutionally declare war, and the people 
of the United States are not to be involved in war by 
any other authority than that of their own represen- 
tatives. 

There would come a time, however, for that scru- 
tiny. For the present we must provide instantly for 
the defence of the country. That was our first duty, 
however hostilities may have been occasioned; and he 
was prepared to grant at once whatever of men or 
money was necessary for the purpose. Our country 
is not in fault, though her servants or agents may be, 
and it is our duty to stand by her. 


But [ trust that while we adopt all the warlike 
measures that the occasion may require, we shall be 
equally unanimous in adopting all the most prompt 
and efficient means of restoring, if we can, friendly 
relations with Mexico. We can have no motive for 
pressing too far on a weak or fallen foe. The feel- 
ings of Mexico, under all recent occurrences, must 
naturally be excited and wounded. 

Policy and magnanimity require that we should be 
as forbearing towards her as we can. Our su- 
periority is such as to relieve us from the possibility 
of our forbearance or generosity being construed into 
fear, or ascribed to any improper or unworthy mo- 
tives. . No statesman could render a greater service 
to his country than by restoring our peace and friend- 
ship with Mexico, And so important do I regard it, 
that, if it was in my power, I would, as soon as cir- 
cumstances would possibly permit, send her a high 
and honorary embassy of peace—I would appoint 
Clay, Van Buren, Colhoun, and Benton—any one, 
two or all of them. Mexico would feel herself honor- 
ed by such a mission, and such ambassadors would 
give peace, cordial peace, to the two countries. 

Mr. Cass. 1 am surprised that any gentleman 
should fora moment suppose that I made any 1m. 
proper or unkind allusion in expressing my satisfac- 
tion with the patriotic sentiments expressed by the 
senator from Delaware. Butlam older than the 
senator. I recollect the time when a man could not 
get up even in the senate and congratulate any mem- 
ber of it for the expression of such a sentiment.— 
Thank God I can do it now! I believe there is not 
a man on that side of the chamber that is not ready 
to go just as far asI would. It was the recollection 
of a very different state of things, to which I have 
never before alluded in this place, and hope never 
hereafter to allude, that prompted that honest and 
sincere congratulation. Congress has power to de- 
clare war; but, I repeat, one nation can make a war. 
In Europe, as | remarked, there have been numer- 
ous examples of that. I merely repeat that any ore 
nation may go to war, and, of necessity, put its anta- 
gonist in a state of war. 


Mr. Davis said: I concur in the division of the 
message for the purposes of reference. I do not 
think that the time for the discussion of the grave 
and solemn question involved has yet arrived. But 
it must necessarily arrive when the legislative body 
of the United States is asked to act on the subject. 
Then will come the proper time for the discussion 
of it, and then I hope it will be fully discussed. I 
hope it will then be examined and probed to the bot- 
tom. For ove l am right willing to give my sup- 
port to the national dignity and honor, and to repel 
an invasion of this territory, by giving to the pre- 
' sident al] suitable means for that purpose. Yet we 
have a right, and it is our duty to know whether the 
territory of this country has been invaded. That 
is the question to be considered here and to be dis- 
cussed here; and | confess, fur one, that some por- 
tions of the message—which I shall not attempt to 
characterize till | see it in print—some portions of 
the message strike me with a considerable degree of 
surprise. Weare told in that document that the 
blood of Awerican citizens has been spilled on our 
soil. This may be so. it may betrue. But in the 
same message we are lold that there is a question 





territory to the banks of the Rio del Norte, and point- 
ing our cannon upon the town of Matamoros. Such 
a course could hardly fail to be regarded as an insult, 
and to provoke hostility. . But he did not wish pre- 
maturely, or without the fullest information, to impute 
blame. As to Gen. Taylor, he knew him well; he 
was a brave and prudent officer, worthy of all con- 
fidence, and hie felt assurance that‘he was warranted 
by his orders in all that he had done. mek 
‘He said the time would come hereafter for inquir- 
ing into the circumstances and causes of the present 


liostilitics; and the scrutiny, he trusted, would be | 


of boundary between us and Mexico, and an unset- 
_tled question; and that the minister was sent there 
| from here for the purpose of negotiating that very 
| question. Well, now the president may mean, for 
| aught I know, that this question of debatable ground 
| does not exist where the army is at present located. 

It is said, also, in the message that there are certain 
prools of action on the part of this government, 
tending to show that this territory is ours. If 1 re- 
collect right, it was said that ports of entry had been 
established, and an officer of the revenue appointed. 
If that be so—ii it were true that there was an ip- 
tention on the part of this government, by these 





thing which they might call Texas, I for one Misap. 








— te 


acts, to spread its revenue laws indefinitely over — 


prehended the tenor of the act altogether. I neve, 
supposed that any revenue system was to be estab. 
lished on debatable ground. I never imagined that 
the revenue laws of the United States were to be 
extended indefinitely over a disputed territory, by, 
that they were to be limited to that portion of the 
country which was acknowledged to be Texas, 
That was my idea of the act. I may have entire}, 
misapprehended it; but that was the view taken of 


it by me. 

Mr. Westcott here made a remark inaudible in the 
gallery. 

Mr. Davis. [ was under the impression that it 


was on the east side of the river that it was to be 
limited to undebatable ground. Without intendin 
to advance any opinion in this stage of the matter, 
it is necessary that we proceed to the examination | 
of this subject with deliberation and candor, as was | 
so well expressed by the gentleman from South Cs. 
rolina, (Mr. Calhoun.) For one, I enter on the ex. 
amination of this question without any previous pre- 
judice whatever, with an honest disposition to ascer. 
tain the truth. But if it turns out that this territory 
is debatable ground, a serious responsibility rests 
somewhere, and presents the question of war ina 





very different aspect from what it would have pos. | | 


sessed had the invasion been made within the ac. 
knowledged limits of this country. This is all 1 wish 
at present to say on the subject. 

[The residue of this debate, as well as an abstract 
of the very interesting debate of the succeeding day 
on the war bill from the house, we are compelled | 
defer to ovr next. It unfortunately occurred that 
we had another subject distributed amongst our com. 
positors and so far in type before these absorbing | 
topics came up, as to compel us to occupy space in 
this number which otherwise would have been de- | 
voted to those debates. To remedy the inconveni- | 
ence, we have resorted to the expedient of giving | 
in as comprehensive and authentic a form as we | 
could, the progress of affairs in congress, on the | 
frontier, and through the country, as was in our | 
power, without regard to our usual arrangements. | 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 9, 1846. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll said: Mr. Speaker—I have put 
the few words | desire to say in writing, that there 
might be no misreport or mistake about them. 

I would not ask the indulgence of the house for 
my personal vindication, but the occasion involves 
the most precious privilege of members of this 
house, in which the people are represented. [is 
freedom of speech has been grossly attacked through 
me, by a senator, Mr. Daniel Webster. Of him, a 
a senator or as an individual, | never have spoken 
here. Of Mr. Daniel Webster’s misconduct a 
secretary of state, | have often spoken, mostly to 
censure it; in the instance which provoked him this 
session, with a severity which, I acknowledge, justi 
tifies retort. 

Ali I now rise to do is, to ask the house to in 
dulge me with a word of explanation of some rt 
solutions, to which, 1 suppose, there can hardly be 
objection. 


If adopted, I presume they may be answered by 
next Monday; and then [ shall pray permission 0 | 
speak on the subject. 

One of them 1s designed to bring officially be 
fore this house, the journals or minutes of the com 
mittee on foreign affairs, in February, 1843, whet 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Adams) was chairman of the committee. : 

According to good precedents and authorities, | f 
am entitled to read these minutes to the house, will 
out its lbave. But, as doubts may be entertained, | 
prefer to obviate all objections by obtaining its sane 
tion in form. 


These minutes will prove that Mr. Secretaty 
Webster made known to members of that comm! 
tee, by a written communication, the president’ 
wish for a special mission to Great Britain, which, 
special mission, 1 think, it will sufficiently appe4” 
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was to settle the Oregon question, by yielding which, 3 
Mr. Webster has lately denied our right to claim. q 


The resvlution for information from the depart 
ment of state, will bring forth proofs of Mr. vat 
tary Webster’s misdemeanors in office, his fraudule? 
misapplication and personal use of the public func 


and corrupting party presses with the money a a 
priated by law for the contingent expenses of feree k 
intercourse. When discharged, as he was, from a 
department to which he was so great a disgrace, i 


was a delinquent, a public delaulter. ‘ 
account for the ‘public money he fraudulently 2 
stracted from the department, tll more than 4 ) 





He did 0° & 
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after ad did not t 
e was expelled from it; and did not accoun 
far most of it then by paying back the money he 
abstracted, but by vouchers rom notoriously base 
agents of his choice, who receipted for it, to be ex- 
ed in managing party presses. Papers from the 
department of state, some of them signed by him, 
will reveal the mystery, of which one of his corrupt 
agents, in a letter to him marked “private,” applauds 
as Mr. Webster’s new and admirable mode of settling 
the northeastern boundary question, after the forty 
cars’ blundering, however bonest and patriotic, of 
Vashington, the Adamses, Jefferson, Madison, Mon- 
roe, Jackson, and Van Buren, who did not consider 
it right to expend public moneys in corrupting the 
nd people. 
vt is sickening, if not sad reality, that a man of 
fine abilities, as preposterously, as profanely miscall- 
ed Godlike, should be exposed in his mean and pal- 
try contrivances and associations with notoriously 
base fellows, in palpably vile misuse of the public 
money. When I spoke the offensive words of the 
secretary, Which appear to have goaded him to the 
madness generally betraying the guilty, I had no 
idea of the extent of his offence. Indced, I have 
pot now, for detection has only begun since he called 
me to it. One of his coadjutors writes to the secre- 
tary of state, that he presumes the contingent fund 
js ample, and the secretary’s controi over it com- 
ele. 
"These papers, when made printed documents, 
will show, also, application of some of the same 
secret contingent fund to the release of McLeod; 
aud although Mr. Webster is reported to have said 
in the senate, there was only one letter on that sub- 
ject, three in one and the same day will appear. 


Whether, when possessed of the proofs of Mr. 
Secretary Webster’s malversaltion, corruption, and 
delinquency, his offences will be deemed impeacha- 
ble misdemeanors in office, conviction for which 
might remove him from the senate, and disqualily 
him to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit 
under the United States, will remain to be consi- 
dered. 

Should it prove necessary to go to that extremity, 
ihe similitude will be wonderful with a great Eng- 
lish lawyer, called by a poet the wisest and meanest 
of mankind. 

It will be perceived that the detection, if I am not 
mistaken, which my former disclosures may lead to, 
merge my individual wrong, and even the injustice 
done through me to the representative character, 
freedom, and privilege of this house in the much 
greater importance of misdemeanor in office. When 
congress sees the proofs I propose to submit, they 
will judge all parties and do whatisright. It is 
useless, and would be worse than useless, for me to 
apply epithets to Mr. Webster. I desire to try him, 
and be tried myself, by proofs. 


I now offer the following resolutions, to which I 
presume no objection will be made. I ask that they 
may be read for information. 

And no objection having been made, the resolu- 
tions were read as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of state furnish this 
house an account of all payments made on presi- 
dent’s certificates from the fund appropriated by law 
through the agency of that department for the con- 
tingeut expenses of foreign intercourse since the 4th 
of Mareh, 1841, with copies of all entries, receipts, 
letters, vouchers, memorandums, or other evidence 
of such payments, to whom paid, for what, and par- 
ticularly all concerning the northeast boundary dis- 
pute with Great Britain; also, copies of whatever 
communications were made from the secretary of 
state during the last session of the 27th congress, 
particularly February, 1843, to Mr. Cushing and to 
Mr. Adams, members of the committee on foreign 
affairs of this house, of the wish of the President of 
the United States to institute a special mission to 
Great Britain; also, copies of all letters on the books 
of the department of state to any officer of the United 
States, or any person in New York, concerning Al- 
exander McLeod. , 

4 Resolved, That the chairman of the committee on 
-Oreign affairs of this house submit to the house, the 
Journal or minutes of that committee during the last 
S€ssion of the 27th congress. 

tr. Dromgoole proceeded to remark that he had 
but a few words to say, that the few remarks he 
meant to say would be in exoneration of the whig 
party of the United States, (and he seldom said any 
thing complimentary to them.) The resolutions of- 
fered by his honorable friend from Pennsylvania, re 





lated to a point of history when the then secretary of 


State had been separated from the whig party, when 
he was acting with (Mr. D. believed) the most cor- 
rupt administration that ever existed in this cou, ‘ty. 
At that time the di party denounced the then s2- 
Cretary of state; how far they can since justify them- 


“the Godlike,” he should not attempt to examine.— 
They had got together again; but at the time, when 
he was secretary of state, the party alluded to by 
the honorable gentleman, the whig party of the 
United States, were as wide from him as are the 
poles asunder. Mr. D. believed perfectly, absolute- 
ly, in the charge made or implied in this resolution, 
that there was a corruption in that administration, 
unparalleled in this country. Why, sir, in allusion 
to the northeastern boundary, I shall not call by 
name the individual who was a pretended democrat, 
whom the president appointed as a commissioner to 
run that line. It was sufficient for him that a son of 
Daniel Webster, the secretary, was engaged in the 
business, and it was sufficient for him to say if they 
could extort all the correspondence there will be 
proof, the most positive and absolute, not only of a 
corrupt use of the money, but, from the letter itself 
of the then secretary, that he sanctioned and recom 

mended—yes, absolutely recommended a corrupt use 
of the fund. He would merely say further, then, 
that they wanted the letter, and if they could get it 
they would be borne out in this charge. He went 
for the resolution; and he called for the yeas and 
nays, because he wanted to see the vote of this 
house, and see who was in favor of probing this 
matter to the bottom; and, as he had done in the 
commencement of his remarks, he exonerated ho- 
norable whigs, because there were honorable and 
patriotic men among the whig party. He concluded 
by repeating what he had before said, that the most 
corrupt administration that ever cursed the country 
was the administration of John Tyler. 


Mr. Bayly said, he regretted very much the course 
of remark in which his honorable colleague (Mr 
Dromgoole) had seen fit to indulge. He (Mr. B.) 
did not stand here, or mean to stand here, as the de- 
fender of Mr. Tyler’s administration. It is true, 
said Mr. B. that lam his (Mr. Tyler’s) immediate 
representative; but notwithstanding, sir, [ have no 
disposition to shield him or his administration from 
any just reproach to which it may be liable. But 
he regretted that his honorable colleague had seen 
fit to make his remarks of condemnation so pointed 
as that he conceived himself called upon to vindi- 
cate even the whigs from the errors of that adminis- 
tration. He knew that it was the habit in this coun- 
try now—he knew that there were members of the 
republican party who seek all occasions, fit and un- 
fit, to assail the administration of Mr. Tyler. It has 
not always been so. When that administration was 
in power, il received far Jess assaults from that quar- 
ter than itreceives now. The time was, sir, when, 
so far from its being the object of unmitigated as- 
sault from the republican party, it was courted and 
caressed, it was flattered and lauded; resolutions of 
laudation were passed in republican meetings and 
conventions, and it was left to the time that Mr, Ty- 
ler retired from office, for odium and contempt to be 
heaped upon it. 


I wish to be distinctly understood, Mr. Speaker.— 
I do not mean that my position should be mistaken. 
I am not a defender of Mr. Tyler’s administration; I 
was not, to any considerable extent, its admirer; I 
never was particularly its friend; but I do say, sir, 
that the republican cause of this country owes much 
to that administration. There is nota republican 
within the sound of my voice who can deny the fact; 
there is not a republican, sir, who can say that but 
for Mr. Tyler’s administration you would have had 
all the federal errors fixed upon you, some of them 
for years. What would become of my friend’s sub- 
treasury bill, to which he is so much devoted, but 
for that administration? Sir, its consummation 
would have been delayed twenty years, unless the 
questionable doctrine of repeal had been sanctioned 
by the republican party. But Mr. Tyler’s adminis- 
tration, if it did no more— 

Mr. Dromgoole interposed, and asked his colleague 
to permit him, in all kindness, to make an inquiry.— 
Was he to understand the gentleman to maintain, 
that President Tyler was in fayor of the principle of 
the independent treasury? 

Mr. Bayly. I maintain no such thing. 

Mr. Dromgoole. If he does, I desire him to con- 
form that to his (Mr. T.’s) “Exchequer.” 

Mr. Bayly resuming. My friend does not under- 
stand my remarks. Ide not say that Mr. Tyler was 
in favor of the sub-treasury; but I say that, by ve- 


After its charter, he would ask of his colleague how 


country? 


difficulty could pot have been avoided. Not only 





selves in pow again applying to him the epithet of 


toing the bank, with a charter of twenty years, he 
saved the country, for that length of time, from the 
incubus of a national, bank, with al) its corruptions. 


he could have consummated his plan of divorcing 
the government from the banking institutions cf the 


Had it not been for Mr. Tyler’s administration that 


WEBSTER. 


ministration, which brought for it unmeasured ap- 
plause from the republican party? Why, in the sen- 
ate of the United States, with but one single excep- 
tion—the senator from Missouri | believe—honora- 
ble senators of the republican party vied with each 
other in heaping praise upon him. 

I regret, therefore, if this assault was to be made 
upon that administration, after it had gone out of 
power, after it had been sufficiently condemned, as it 
seemed to him—if such an attack was to be made, 
he thought it should not have come from his honora- 
ble colleague. 


One remark, now that he was upon the floor, in 
reference to the resolution of his honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania, and he should not have troubled 
the house, had he not been called up by the remarks 
of his colleague. He participated with the gentle. 
man from North Carolina in the difficulties in refer- 
'ence to these resolutions. He did not believe this 
| house had the right to call upon the president of the 

United States to disclose the disposition which had 
| been made of the secret service fund. 

| Mr.C. J. Ingersoll interposed, and said he called 
| for the disclosure of no duty, but he called for the 
detection of an abuse and neglect of duty. And, 
| let him add to the gentleman from Virginia, that he 
_ would be satisfied, if he (Mr. I.) mistook not, if he 
| suffered this inquiry to be consummated, that one of 
the reasons why Mr. Tyler discharged Mr. Webster, 
(and he had infinite difficulty in getting rid of him,) 
was this very service. 


Mr. Bayly, resuming, said, if the gentleman would 
so modify his resolution as to give it pointed refer- 
ence to the corrupting use of money, or the use of 
money for the corruption of the press—if he would 
so confine his resolution as only to refer to the im- 
proper use of that secret service fund of the United 
States—he did not know as he would object to it. 

Mr. Ingersoll. That is all it is. 

Mr. Bayly. But the resolution is too broad, it is 
drawn in too general terms; and the house has no 
right to call upon the president, unless the most ob- 
vious and vital detriment to the public interests has 
been, or is about to We effected by it, for any in- 
formation as to how the secret service fund has been 
expended. In this government and in other govern- 
ments the secret service fund is conferred expressly 
for corruption. That is its design. { call things by 
their names; it is a mean of corruption, a mean of 
conducting negotiations, which the wants of the Old 
World, and he ‘might add, of the New World, to 
some extent require; a mean which the president 
must have for success. Why, very often you can 
only get important information but by corruption; 
you can only subsidize spies but by money; and the 
only security the government can have in getting that 
information from individuals, is to give them certain 
grounds of belief that their transactions would be 
forever veiled from sight. Letthe mode in which this 
secret service fund is expended be disclosed to the 
world, and you will find no foreign minister hereafter, 
no government agent successful in the use of it. He 
did not pretend to know that any portion of it has 
thus been used in this instance. But suppose a por- 
tion of this secret service fund had been used in 
corrupting scme foreign subject, you disclose the 
fact, and his head pays the forfeit, and there stands 
the warning to all others im all future time, and your 
government will never more be able to obtain in- 
formation of this kind. He doubted exceedingly if 
it were put to him now to pass the law which was 
passed almost coeval with the existence of this gov- 
ernment erecting the secret service fund: he doubted 
whether he should vote for it. His impression was, 
he would not vote for it. It is following a bad, a 
corrupt example of other governments, which was 
‘thought necessary, but which he considered of ex- 
| ceedi: gly doubtful propriety. He doubted whether 
(a republican government like ours, whose foundation 
‘rests upon the virtue of its citizens, whose duty it 
| should be to set examples of moral rectitude and 
| elevated moral character, whether—eyen at the sac- 
| rifice of some facilities in conducting our foreign re- 
| lations—it ought ever to have instituted such a fund. 
| But they have done it. Jt has been expended as a 
Secret service fund; and it would be perfidious now 
in this government—it would be a breach of faith— 
to publish to the world abuses that have been made 
in that fund. Jf it should turn out, .3 the gentie- 
man from Pennsylvania supposed, that Mr. Webster 
had applied any portion of this fund to private use, 
to the corruption of public editors, he (Mr. B.) 
should say it was a use of a publie fund tiat never 
could have been anticipated by the government when 
it established this fund, aud the exposure, in this in- 
stance, when it was impossible they could reach ail 
the alleged facts if they exist, would be but a poor 
| compensation for the injuries we should do! Did 











that, but how was it with the distribution policy?— | any body believe tat the thing could oceur here- 
How was it with many other measures of the ad- 
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ever be obtained, if the security was taken away 
from those who gave it, that their names would nev- 
er be disclosed? . 

Mr. Ingersoll again interposed, and (Mr. B. yield- 
ing the floor,) said he did not understand that this 
fund was ever applied to what the gentleman called 
corruption. it was no such thing; the gentleman to- 
tally misconceived the matter. He (Mr. I.) had had 
considerable acquaintance with the secret movements 
of this government, under two or three administra- 
tions. He did not know of it; he did not believe it; 
he thought the gentleman had totally mistaken the 
matter, and his whole argument was based not only 
upon a mistake, but upon an imputation on his own 
oe which he could not set still and not 

eny. 

Mr. Bayly (resuming) admitted that he was speak- 
ing on this subject without any special examination. 
He had not anticipated this debate; he could not an- 
ticipate it; he had not examined the laws on this sub- 
ject; therefore he did not pretend to speak with ex- 
act precision; but he did know the general character 
of that fund; he knew that it was given to the presi- 
dent for secret purposes; he did notcare whether for 
purposes of corruption or otherwise. Perhaps he 
was mistaken in supposing that it was for corruption; 
he boped he was. But would it alter the case? If it 
was given for any other secret purpose than that of 
corruption, was it proper that it should be disclosed? 
The disclosure of this now would prevent the suc- 
— use of the secret service fund forever here- 
after. ° 


But (continued Mr. B.) he did not wish to be di 
verted from the point he was aiming at. He did not 
understand precisely the object of these resolutions. 
Are they designed to lay the foundation of the im- 
peachment of the secretary of state? He is out of 
office. 

Mr. Ingersoll. What if he is? 

Mr. Bayly. 1 appeal to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, as a good lawyer, whether you can im- 
peach a public officer after out of office? It is the 
officer you impeach, not the man. I would like to 
know how you can impeach an officer when he is no 
longer an officer. Would you impeach him as a 
senator for acts when he was secretary of state?— 
Would the geatleman from Pennsylvania tell him 
that? Mr. B. would not undertake to put his learn- 
ing in Opposition to that of the distinguished gentle- 
man; but he was willing to hazard his opinion that 
you cannot impeach him. This house has nothing 
to do wilh impeaching a senator. The senate of the 
United States may expel him; but] have yet to learn 
that this house can bring articles of impeachment 
against a senator, not because of acts done by him as 
senator, but as secretary of state. If, therefore, the 
resolutions are moved as a foundation of impeach- 
ment, | say the house ought not to pass them. If 
they are moved with a view of getting hold of the 
evidence of the manner in which this secret service 


fund has been managed, I do humbly think another | 


mode of proceeding ought to be instituted. If we 
knew its character, possibly my objection might be 
obviated by appointing a committee to inquire into 
the manner in which this fund has been employed, 
aud let this committee, in which this house can con- 
fide—among whom ‘ should |ike to see the gentie- 
man from Peonsylvania—ascertain the use to which 
this fund has been applied; but it seems to me it 1s 
going too far, that this information should be pre- 
cipitately, hastily, laid before the public. If I right- 
ly heard the resolutions read, they are not even 
guarded in the usual way, by asking that the informa- 
tion be communicated “if not incompatible with the 
public interests.” 

Mr. Ingersoll. They ask the president for no- 
thing. They exercise the power of this house to 
call upon the secretary of state by a direction that 
he sball make this communication. 

Mr. Bayly. if that is the case, it is perfectly im- 
vossible that this house should pass these resolutions. 


You call upou the secretary of state, directly, re- |] desire the gentleman from Pennsylvania to under- 
quiring him to communicate to this house informa- | stand distinctly, what I should suppose from the irri- 
With all due de- | tation of his maoner, he does not understand. 


tion relating to our foreign affairs! 





dent should not be made accountable for the manner [ 


the contingent expenses of intercourse between the 


cause the same to be duly settled annually with the 
accounting officers of the treasury by causing such 


of the amount of such expenditures as he may think 
it advisable not to specify; and such certificate shall 
be deemed a sufficient voucher for the su.n therein 
expressed to have heen expended.” 


no manner in which any body can ascertain, in the 





ference to the experienced chairman of the commit. | 


tee on foreign attairs, 1 say it is utterly without pre- ‘not at all irritated; am perfectly calm— 
Make your call upon the president, if at | 


cedent. 
all. Guard it in the usual way; ask him to commu- 


relations, concerning the secret service-fund, which 


is connected with your foreign relations, do not go | was further from my intention, (continued Mr. B.) 
to the secretary of state, and not even allow discre- | than to interfere in the contest which has grown up 
Is | between the two distinguished members of the two 


tion in him, and require him to answer the call. 
this house prepared for that? 1 hope my friend from 
North Carolina, the chairman of the committee on 


ways and means, will read the law to the house; | | siring to interfere in this controversy, and not to in- 
believe be has it. My impression of the terms of | terpose any obstacle in bis way in making out a full 
the statute is not very distinct; my recollection of | and complete yindication of himself against the at- 


“nicate it, if not incompatible with the public inter- | good humor with myself, and not at all in bad hu- 
ests. Do not, in a matter concerning your foreign | mor with my friend. 


i 
' 


the law is, that on its iace it declares that the presi- | tack made upon him. : 


| modify his resolution, if he desires. 


in which this fund is used. 
Mr. McKay. This is the provision of the law 
‘“‘Where any sum of money shall be drawn from 
the treasury under any law making appropriation for 


United States and foreign nations, the president shall 


money to be accounted for specially in all instances 
wherein the expenditure thereof may, in his judg- 
ment, he made public; and by making the certificate 


Mr. Ingersoll. At the treasury? 

Mr. McKay. At the treasury. 

Mr. Ingersoll. ‘That is all. 

Mr. McKay (continuing his sentence) all there- 
fore to be found at the treasury would be the certi- 
ficate of the president. 

Mr. Ingersoll. But in the state department there 
would be found the evidence———[The rest of the 
sentence was lost to the reporter ] 

Mr. McKay (resuming.) It is a very small amount. 
The amount of money expended out of the treasury 
from 1829 down to 1844, which has been settled upon 
these certificates of the president, the house would 
be surprised to learn, is the small amount ot $5,460. 
(Referring to the document which he held in his 
hand,) he said the first expenditure since 1829 was 
on the 4th August, 1842, $4,460, and on the 29th of 
June, 1843, $1,000—making $5,460, which is the 
whole sum expended for this service from 1829 to 
1844; and all in two years (not one.) That is the 
Official document. 

Mr. Ingersoll. 
very carefully. 


Mr. Bayly, (resuming.) I find I was not mistaken 
in speaking from general recollection of the charac- 
ter of the law respecting the secret service fund. 

Mr. Boyd, (interposing) said he proposed to amend 
the resolution. He hoped the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania would accept his amendment, and modify 
his resolution accordingly. 

The amendment of Mr. Boyd was accordingly read 
as follows: 

‘Provided, That no document or matter is request- 
ed to be furnished by the foregoing resolutions which 
in the opinion of the president would improperly in- 
volve the citizen or subject of any foreign power." 

The amendment was accordingly accepted, and 
the amendment of Mr. Ingersoll was so modified. 

Mr. Bayly resumed, and proceeded with his re- 
marks. In part, this modification obviated his ob- 
jection. The call ought to be made on the presi- 
dent, aad not on the secretary of state. But the call, 
as the gentleman from North Carolina had shown, 
would be utterly useless. The law requires that the 
accounting officers shall settle the account merely 
on me certificate of the president; there is no item, 


I read that document yesterday 


treasury department, or elsewhere, the use to which 
the money has been applied. 

Mr. Ingersoll. The gentleman is entirely mistaken, 
I assure him. 

Mr. Bayly. 1 speak from the law. 

Mr. Ingersoll. That is for the settlement at the 
treasury—that is all. Surely the gentleman can see 
the difference. It is palpable, I think. 

Mr. Bayly. I have not had the opportunity of ex- 
amining these laws 

Mr. Ingersoll. You may call on the president. I 
have not the slightest objection, I am sure. 

The Speaker. The gentleman has the power to 


Mr. Ingersoll. Put in the president, then. 
[The resolution was thus modified, so as to make 
the call upon the president.]} 
Mr. Bayly. With one more remark I will conclude. 


Mr. Ingersoll, (interposing.) I assure youl am 
Mr. Bayly. Iam very glad to hear it. 
Mr. Ingersoll, (continuing his sentence)—in very 


Mr. Bayly. lam very happy to hear it. Nothing 


houses; they are able to fight out their battles them- 
selves; and my friend will not understand me as de- 


——. 
ed 


Mr. Ingersoll. I have disclaimed that I was an- 
hips ag word or two was not caught by the re- 
porter. 

Mr. Bayly. I was speaking of the attacks made 
upon that gentleman. 

Mr. Ingersoll. I know, but I have not spoken of 
those attacks. 

Mr. Bayly. Well, 1 am under the very highest 
misapprehension, then; I have but one more remark. 


‘I have no desire of interposing any difficulty in the 


gentleman’s obtaining information to meet what he 
considers an attack. 1 have fallen into the very 
strange'error,as this house will see, of supposing 
they were pretty embittered attacks upon the gentle- 
man. And I was rejoiced that my friend from N. 
Carolina, the chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, made this objection to the resolution, 
which struck me at the first blush, as is known to 
gentlemen who sit near me. I[ never fee] embarrass- 
ed in following his lead on any subject; and hence at 
the sacrifice of my own wishes, 1 have made these 
unpremeditated and desultory remarks. 


Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama said, that it was a mis- 
fortune that a man like Mr. Webster, whose intellect 
and public services have rendered the name of his 
country illustrious, and have associated it abroad 
with every thing that is to be honored and beloved, 
should have so few personal and politica! friends 
here. I am not on terms of intimate friendship with 
that gentleman, but from a casual acquaintance, I 
have seen much in him toadmire. If there is anything 
censurable in him, I have not observed it. Still, [ 
repeat, it ill becomes the friends of Mr. Webster to 
interpose any objection to the passage of this resolu- 
tion. I being a whig, and I take this occasion to say 
that I use the word in no low or bitter partizan 
sense, and that, being in a great minority here, [ 
avow myself honored in doing battle under that stan 
dard. I, for one, will interpose no objection; but, on 
the contrary, I challenge the fullest investigation 
into the conduct of a man who came into office as 4 
whig. I will cheerfully vote for this resolution, and 
[ trust that his political friends here will imitate my 
example. If there is any thing in the public history 
of that senator of an unworthy or disgraceful cha- 
racter, let the world know it. 


Mr. Winthrop rose, not to defend Daniel Webster, 
who had given sufficient evidence of his ability to 
defend himself against every charge that could be 
brought against him; but he rose in defence of the 
honor, the character and dignity of the house. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Iugersoll), had 
arrayed a series of charges against Mr. Webster; 
these charges were denied and replied to, and the 
gentleman, under the immediate sting of that denial 
and repulsion, calls upon the house to aid him in ar- 
raying an entirely different series of charges against 
the same distinguished person. Mr. W. asked why 
these charges were not brought forward before?— 
Why a sense of public duty and public honor, require 
these charges stiould be made at some other time, 
than when the gentleman is smarting under a sense 
of imagined or real wrongs. 
Mr. Ingersoll said he had never beard of them till 
yesterday. 

Mr. Winthrop hoped the whole history of the se- 
cret service fund would be laid before the house, to 
see what twas its use in the case of Texas and Loui- 
siana,as in the case of the northeastern boundary. 
Mr. W. thought the whole proceeding beneath the 
character and dignity of the house. 

Mr. Holmes, of S. C. called upon the house to de- 
liberate before they adopted a measure which might 
be fraught with mischief, in unveiling all that had 
been done by the government under a law rendered 
necessary by the exigencies of all governments, 
which authorised the expenditure of secret service 
money at certain periods and for certain purposes.——~ 
Mr. H. referred to Madison, who thought proper to 
employ secret agents to elicit important acts involv- 
ing the very destiny of this confederacy. . 

Mr. Seddon said no one could feel more surprised 
at the sudden and unexpected debate which had been 
sprung upon the committee on the resolution of om 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania than himse!; 
but he trusted this house would not allow itself to be 
thrown from the balance of correct judgment, or | 
carried away by the exciting feelings naturally A 
spired by the character of this resolution. He thoug . 
when this house came calmly to view the real 
racter of the question now presented to it, it pee 
at once be seen by all parties that there was "8 
and palpable propriety in the adoption of vel . € 
solution somewhat modified in its form. An ws 
thought the propriety of its adoption was even or 
clear on the part of the friends of the ear com 
senator from Massachusetts, who has been a ae 
‘to,than upon any other portion of this house. : 

i i fb parks was doubt 
S. (who in many portions of bis ret 
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say that, after the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
0 eauee had risen, and upon his official responsibili- 
. declared, not from hearsay, but from personal 
vrowledge and examination, that the production of 
ertain documents, in the official archives of the 
: tion, Would show that a high functionary of the 
Pi vernment has been guilty of fraud, corruption and 

eculation. When a charge so serious, so grave in 
its character, Was thus deliberately made by a re- 

resentative in his seat, it became the duty of this 

Po to make the inquiry; it was due to the hono- 

gle senator himself, upon whom these charges 
were made. He made not the slightest pretension to 
be a friend, either politically or personally, of the 
ponorable Senator from Massachusetts; but he was 
ay American, and wishing to preserve, (as far it 
could consistently be done with truth), pure and sa- 
cred the reputation of American statesmen, he was 
jot willing that any man who has held the high sta- 
jon of secretary of state, should be charged publicly 
with these high offences, and the opportunity of in- 
vestigation and proof be denied He agreed with 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hilliard), that 
that senator’s friends ought to come forward, and 
boldly and manfully challenge investigation into this 
grave charge in this house, which was the grand in- 
quest of the nation. 

But while he thought this investigation ought to be 
made, he did not think they ought to carry this in- 
quiry one whit beyond the necessity which calls for 
i. He thought the resolution ought so tv be amend- 
ed as to limit this inquiry and this disclosure to the 
period during which it was alledged these acts of 

culation and fraud were commitied. He thought 
so. He believed, as a general rule, under ordinary 
circumstances, great and serious public injury must 
be sustained by the development of the manner in 
wnich this secret service fund has been used. The 
very end and purpose of the fund would be frustrat 
ed and set at naught, if they allowed the general de- 
velopment without great and serious cause. He 
thought the allegation made from a_ high source, of 
fraud and peculation on the part of a distinguished 
public functionary, constituted reason abundant for 
the exception from the rule in this particular case. 
The inquiry ought to be made in this particular 
case, but it ought to be limited merely to the case, 
for it seemed to him that it had already been shown 
by one or two gentlemen, that to bring it down to 
the present time might do most serious detriment in 
the present foreign relations of the country. Our 
foreign affairs were now unsettled: who could doubt 
that in the wise administration and use of this secret 
vervice fund, (he spoke entirely without positive 
knowledge on the subject), there were agen's now 
employed? It was unwise, therefore, to extend the 
inquiry down to the present time. 


But as the objection that this disclosure, if limited 
lothe particular time during which Mr. Webster 
Was secretary of state, would afford no just opportu 
nly of comparing its use with its use under other 
admiuistrations, and that what taken by itself, might 
sei au improper application of the fund, when 
compared with the practice of the government, would 
ind, in Some measure at least, a justification, had 
‘come weight, Mr. S. contended, that if any other 
Period was to be embraced in the inquiry, it should 
ve some preceding and not some subsequent one.— 

¢hoped the resolution would be properly modifi- 
td, aud he should vote for it with a desire to do jus- 
ce lo the high functionary whose character was as- 
‘alled, and not with the slightest desire to injure or 
‘mpair his well deserved fame. 

{0 conclusion he offered the following amendment 
lo the resolution. 

After the figures 1841, insert “until the retire- 
nent of Daniel Webster, esq. from the department 
of state.» 

Mr. lngersoll accepted asa modification of the re 
‘olution the amendment of Mr. Seddon. 


Mr. J. Q. Adams said, that the most material part 
the resolution was unwarranted, because it requir: 
~ 48 exhibition of the manner in which a fund has 
een expended, in respect to which it was required, 

K the laws and the constitution, that erpetual se- 
“cy should be maintained. Mr. A. refuted the idea 
tin the object of this fund is necessary to corrup. 
fen While he was president, he had given a certi- 

at for the expenditure of one year’s appropriation 

is fund (for a treaty of commerce with the Su- 

th rr trte), in which there was no more corruption 
weenie the present debate. The resolution is also 
tee ee it makes the secretary of stale re 
a . le for the money expended, for which he ts 

ik enna least responsible, The law requires that 
mani expended by the order of the presideut 
With it and the secretary of state has nothing to do 
fo If the gentleman intends to impeach any 

John Ty the expenditure of that money, it must be 

yler and not Daniel Webster. 


ee a regs oe 





Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. 1am anxious to say, that in 
all this business, so far as | know, Mr. Tyler’s con- 
duct has been irreproachable, and my object is to 
get at a guilty secretary who abused that power. 

Mr. Adams. If such money be expended by the 
secretary of state, it must be by an order of the pre- 
sident, and that order is to answer for all the more 
minute details required in all the other accounts sel- 
tled at the treasury department. 

So far as concerns the charge of corruption against 
a senator of the U. States from my own immediate 
commonwealth—a man highly honored by his fellow 
citizens not only for the services rendered in the ne- 
gotiations of that treaty, but for many other public 
services of the first importance—I, for my part, 
have no objection to call for any thing in the depart- 
ment of state, because it is my full belief that any 
thing which is elicited by that inquiry will operate 
far more to justify him than to sustain the charges 
against him. 


Mr. Adams dissented from the doctrine that the 
moment a public office expires, the day of impeach- 
ment has passed. A_ public officer is amenable to 
impeachment while he lives, because (Mr. A. said, 
in reply to Mr. Bayly,) disqualification to hold any 
office under the United States, a punishment greater 
in his opinion than removal! from office, clings to him 
through life. — 

Mr. Yancey had examined the constitution and 
found that money expended for secret purposes must 
be accounted for as well as any other funds drawn 
from the treasury. 


The peculiar spirit of the American government 
requires that this house should exercise the right of 
calling to a strict account all wno were charged 
with the expenditure of public money. The gross 
attack made on the honorable gentleman from Peno- 
sylvania, (Mr. C. J. Ingersoll), warranted this in- 
quiry. It showed that its author had neither dignity 
nor morality in his character. The author of such 
abuse deserved no respect or consideration from us. 
Even his own friends could not object to the proposed 
call. 


His honorable colleague (Mr. Hilliard), had said | 
that Mr. Webster was respected, honored, and loved | 
abroad, and that he was the proudest boast of every 
American. He should despise himself as an Ameri- 
can if he could think so. 

Mr. Hilliard said he spoke of Mr. Webster’s public 
character,and he did know that Mr. Webster did 
occupy in Europe as a statesman as high a position 
in public estimation as any man that breathed. 


Mr. Yancey asked what public acts of Mr. Web- 
ster’s life had made the American name loved and | 
respected abroad? Was it his course in the contest | 
with the lion power of England? Did that make him | 
loved abroad? Did his votes against the supply of | 














He protested solemly against the remark that the 
character of Mr. Webster was loved and honored. 
His talents were admired; as he would agree. Many 
names went to posterity with opprobrium, while the 
names of honest men were lost in obscurity. The 
name of Benedict Arnold would be remembered 
through all time, while many a gallant soldier who 
fought barefooted and bareheaded for his country, 
would be forgotten. He would like to know one 
fact; Was Mr. Webster the pensioned agent of Mas- 
sachusetts manufacturers? lt had been stated that 
the sum of $100,000 had been paid to him, or settled 
on his family, for services which he was to render 
here to the manufacturing interests. The tariff 
would, he hoped, soon come up for discussion here; 
and he would ask whether Mr. Webster’s views on 
the subject would be regarded by his brother sena- 
tors as the views of an independent and disinterested 
man? 

Mr. Hilliard said in reply to his honorable col- 
league, for whom he entertained a high respect, that 
he had nothing to do with Mr. Webster’s political 
errors, and as to the charges brought against Mr. 
Webster, he would believe, until they were proved, 
that they arose from misconception. If Mr. Web- 
ster’s course was unfortunate as to the war, he (Mr. 
H.) had nothing todo with it. He would envy the 
feelings of no one who would turn over the pages of 
filth and vile party defamation to rake up charges 
against any man. 


What he had to say was, that he had noticed with 
pride and satisfaction, when in Europe, that the name 
of Webster was loved, honored and respec'ed. He 
would meet the responsibility of this declaration here 
and elsewhere. Dud his colleague seek to identify 
him on this account with Mr. Webster’s political er- 
rors, and use it against him at home? 

Mr. Yancy said, that he was aware that the de- 
claration was uttered in the warmth of feeling. He 
had attributed it only to that cause. 

Mr. Hilliard was, he said, going on to remark, that 
among the most eminent persons in Europe no Ame- 
rican name, next to the name of Washington, was 
held in higher respect than that of Daniel Webster. 

{Here some hisses were heard.] 

I repeat, said Mr. H., no effort to put down such 
an expression will succeed. I defy any one to point 
to a single living American who stands higher in 
Europe than Mr. Webster. [do not give my own 
opinion only, but I state the fact thai, in all the 
glorious constellation of American names, none is 
brighter in European estimation than that of Web- 
ster. He did not say this on account of any inti- 


macy or particular friendship witn that gentle- 


man. His relations towards him were not of that 
character. 

Mr. Webster had repelled, perhaps, too warmly 
the attacks made upon him; but did he provoke the 


provisions and clothing for bare footed and starving | controversy? Had he not occasion to speak with se- 
American soldiers attach honor to his name? Was it| verity? and did not the honorable gentleman from 


that that made, England love him. | 

Mr. Yancey asked whether Mr. Webster’s course | 
on the French question entitled him to respect, when | 
the noble-hearted Jackson was endeavoring to enforce | 
France to a fulfilment of her treaty stipulation? Did 
not Mr. Webster say in the senate, that he would not 
vote a cent even if the British were battering down 
the walls of the capitol? Was it not declared here 
by the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Adams), in regard to that God-like man, whose 
name was so much honored and loved abroad, that 
he had but one more step to take, and that was to 
join the enemy in battering down the walls of the 
capitol? Were these the acts that caused his col- 
league to say that his name was honored and respect. 
ed abroad? As to the Ashburton treaty he was con- 
tent to let that subject sleep; but he must say, 
a better treaty could have been made; he must say 
that an American negotiator in whom was felt the 
pulsations of ao American heart would have demand- 
ed something like asatisiactory apology for the mur- 
der of Durfee. 


Pennsylvania ackoowledge that he had given him 
just cause of offence? Who began the assault in the 
senate? It was not Mr. Webster. Had it come to 
this, that because an assault had been made by one 
member of a party upon an individual, the whole 
should join in it, and ery down with him? 


It seemed to him, that the higher a man rose in 
public estimation, the more vehement were the as- 
saults made upon him. No man was a warmer whi 
than himself, (Mr. H.,) but he had charity for his 
political opponents. Gentlemen accustomed only 
to the atmosphere of party may not know that men 
are estimated abroad by standards to which they do 
not refer. His desire was that a most searching in- 
vestigation of this matter should take place. It was 
due to Mr. Webster, to his friends, and to the coun- 
try. If Mr. Webster had been so unfortunate as to 
combine all the sections of the party against him, 
he would yet consider it his duty, as an Ame- 
rican, to rescue his name from their reproach — 
He must be allowed to say, that his disposition 





prompted him, in such acase as this, to take side 





But the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, | with the weaker party. He knew not how the hon- 
(Mr. Adams), says that the secretary of state was | orable gentleman from Pennsylvania obtained the 
not responsible, but the president, for the use of the | information which he said he possessed. Who fur- 
secret service money. <All the recommendations for | nished it to him? It was in the keeping only of the 
application of the fund, were however, made, by the | administration. Did the administration farnish it 
secretary, and the vouchers were by him placed be- | for the purpose of striking a blow at a prominent 
fore the president. If the moriey was improperly | Opponent? 
expended it was the fault of the secretary. It was; As to Mr. Webster being employed by the many- 
tne duty of this house to present articles of impeach- | facturers as a pensioned agent, he knew nothing at all 
ment, and of the senate to try him. How could this' about it; he was not responsible for any of the acts 
house present the articles unless they could cail for | of that senator. He had stated the simple fact, and 
the necessary papers? This house had a right to de- | it was true—and every man who had been abroad 
mand a stateu.eut of the manner in which the public | would admit it—that the greatest name of all living 
money was expended. The honorable gentleman Americans in Europe was that of Webster. Mr. H. 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ingersoll), had stated how | now felt bound, he said, to renew the motion fur the 
thé. money was expended, and he stated it on his’ previous question. 
responsibility, and therefore the subject ought to be; Mr. Ingersoli’s resolutions were then adopted:— 
examined. | ayes, 136, noes 23. 


~ 
cs 


i 
* 
.. 


Ps 
y 
H 
% 
H 


i 
i 
Bt 
{ 


_ ~~ ed 
le hag 


im es 


er eal teats 


Scanner 


- owe 


—=s 


a a ae 


4 


Se eae ener ee 


MR re 


ee ie a 


















172 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 16, 











——— 


Sinan: stipe 








1846—C. J, INGERSOLL—-DANIEL WEBSTER. 











_.— 


Mownpay, Aprrit 27. As soon as the journal was 
read, Mr. Chas. J. Ingersoll rose and asked jeave to 
make a personal explanation. 

Objections being made, the rules, by a vote of 102 
to 25, were suspended. 

' Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, spoke as follows— 

Mr. Speaker: When Mr. Webster, in virulent 
terms, in the senate, assailed my truth, concerning 
transactions of which truth ought to be in the depart- 
ment of state, | went there in search of them for my 
vindication. Asa member of the committee of for- 
eign affairs, for some years, | have had some freedom 
of access there, though probably none which any 
other member of congress is not entitled to. 

Searching for proofs, not to expose him, but vin- 
dicate myself, I fell most unexpectedly on others, 
which led me, next dav to denounce him as a delin- 
quent. 

When the president’s answer to the resolution of 
the house of representatives, refused certain docu- 
ments, I repeated, in general assertion, the fact of 
his delinquency, and added that it is easily suscepti- 
ble of proof. My friends advised me to go no fur- 
ther, supposing that Mr. Webster would challenge 
investigation. 


Not having done so, but having again, with oppro 
brious lan: uage, in senate, charged me with slander, 
and called upon me to substantiate my accusation of 
him, I now submit a short statement, which may be 
tested as to truth. 

There are three charges of delinquency: 

Ist—Unlawful use of the fund appropriated for the 
contingent service of foreign intercourse, commonly 
called the secret service fund. 

Qdiy—Misapplying part of that fund to corrupt 
party presses. 

3aly—Leaving the department of state in default 
to that fund. 

Ist—Congress appropriates annually a small sum, 
commonly $30,000, for the contingent expenses of 
foreign intercourse; the disbursement of part of 
which is sometimes usefully clandestine, but never, 


objects, and some of the other items will show the 
agents whom, as secretary of state, Mr. Webster 
employed. Both houses of congress, if not the pub- 
lic at large, have not been left in ignorance of the 
characters of some of those on whom the secretary 
of state bestowed large sums of public money, if 
their receipts correctly vouch what they got. 

In a memorandum of payments to Mr. Webster, 
by authority of the president, there is a minute dated 
June 23, 1842, “By cash returned, $5,000.” 


Afler drawing $15,000 to himself during fifteen 
months, during which period there is no trace of 
what he did with those large sums, he appears to 
have returned one third of the amount withdrawn.— 
Why return it, if taken for any public purpose?— 
Where had it been kept? If in any place of deposite, 
was it Separate from Mr. Webster’s private funds? 
Did he use it? 

These $5,000 were returned ten days after, accord- 
ing to the published correspondence, his negotiations 
with the British envoy extraordinary, began by con- 
versational and confidential intercourse, without pro- 
tocols or other usual records of such transactions. 

In 1843, Mr. Webster took to himself $2,000 more 
—making altogether $17,000. 


On closing his account, crediting the $5,000 re- 
turned, and various other sums, there remained a 
balance against him of $2,290 of the secret service 
fund. One of his credits against it was for $1,400, 
published in house documents, report No. 29, first 
session, 28th congress—report of Mr. Rogers for 
maps, charts, surveys, and expenses of bringing 
them to the seat of government, and for copies of 
transcripts, and for various agencies to procure in- 
formation connected with the boundary treaty. 


This inarticulate and comprehensive mixture of 
many incongruous items, without specification of 
prices, dates, or any apparent test of rectitude, Mr. 
Secretary Webster certified himself as a proper cre- 
dit for himself, and deducted from his debit to the 
secret service fund. Without that credit his default 
to that fund would have been $3,690, instead of 





as has been erroneously supposed, corrupt. When- 
ever, in the president’s opinion, it would be wrong 
to make public how any part of it is disposed of, he 


so certifies, and, by the act of congress, his mere cer- | 


tificate is sufficient voucher at the treasury for the 
required settlement. 


These funds have, for the last sixteen years, if 
not always, been in the hands of a clerk, called, by 
acts of congress, the disbursing agent of the depart- 
ment of state, who kept them in banks, as agent.— 
The official routine is for the president, on the requi- 
sition of the secretary of state, to authorise payment 
of the money from the treasury to the disbursing 
agent of the state department, the disbursing agent 
is debited at the treasury with the sum drawn in- 
to the department of state, keeps it to his credit as 
agent, in bank, and gives checks as required by the 
secretary, for payment to any person he may desig 
nate. 


In this way the first check I saw, when I went to | 


the department, was drawn by the agent for the ser 
vice at New York in McLeod’s case, $1,000. 


But, shortly after President Harrison’s death, and 
before Vice President Tyler was at home in chie 
magistracy, in April, 1841—Mr. Secretary Webster 
began an entirely novel method of dealing with the 
secret service fund. Instead of directing the dis- 
bursing agent to pay any third person, Mr. Webster 
required the money to be paid to himself. — 

Jn this way he drew to himself from the disbursing 
agent twelve thousand dollars during the first nine 
months of Mr. Webster’s incumbency as secretary, 
about $1,300 a month, in 1841, and three thousand 
dollars more early in 1842. 


Thus he took into his own hands fifteen thousand 
dollars in his first twelve months. The president, 
there is written ev'cence in the department to show, 


never authorised this, knew nothing of it, and when | 


first apprised of it, more than fourteen months after 
it had been going on, to the large amount of fifteen 
thousand dollars, refused it his sanction. 


It was not till July, 1842, as the evidence in the 
department shows, in Mr. Webster’s handwriting, 
that he got a president’s certificate for four thousand 
four hundred and sixty dollars. [($4,460.] . 

That president’s certificate, of which | took a min- 
ute, dated 19th July, 1842, is:— 

To J. J. Crittenden, for expenses of journey 
to New York, 

To F. O. J. Smith, for services connected 
with the northeastern boundary, 

To Alexander Powell, for journey to and 
stay on the frontier in 1341, on the sub- 
ject of the disturbances, 

With several other items. 


The first item in this short account concerning | or accounted for during nearly two yeare after Mr. 
McLeod, will show bow | was Jed from that to other , Webster’s removal from oflice. 


$100 the northeastern boundary, and two years after he 


2,000 | 


1,000 | beyond ali denial or question. 


$2,290, which it was when he was removed from of- 
fice. 

The $17,000 were in his hands, contrary to uni- 
|form usage; if used by him, contrary to the sub- 
treasury act. Whether so, is for him to make ap. 
pear. he burden of proof is on him. 

2dly—Application of the secret service fund to 
corrupt party presses. The Ashburton treaty bears 
date the 9th August, 1842. Congress were then in 
session; and, as Mr. Adams has charged me lately, | 
‘confess [| did what little I could, as one of a small 
minority in the house of representatives, (we had 40 
votes, | think, under the previous question,) to resist 
a treaty which Mr. Webster has lately stated in the 
senate, granted near half a million of dollars from 
the treasury of the United States to the people of 
Maine and Massachusetts. 


What | am now enabled to add, of revelation from 
the department of state, will prove that my instincts 
| of aversion to the treaty were even truer than rea- 

son, 

In the department of state there is now a letter, 
signed F. O. J. Smith, marked private, dated Port- 
iland, the 12th of August, 1842, addressed to Mr. 
| Webster, secretary of state, subsiantially as follows: 
| It begins by congratulating Mr. Webster on his 
| settlement of the Maine boundary question by a new 
| mode of approaching the subject, after forty years of 
| diplomacy, without which new mode another forty 
| years of diplomacy would have come to nothing. 
| [Mr. F. O. J. Sinith seems to have suggested the 
| boast with which his correspondent, Mr. Webster, 
| hugged himself in his elaborate vindication in sen- 
ate. 
bie Smith informs Mr. Webster by thie letter that 
_he had occasion to resort to services and influences, 
\in order to adjust the tone and direction of the party 
presses, and through them of public sentiment, to a 
_purpese so desirable of accomplishment under Mr. 
| Webster’s administration. 
| Mr. Smith, therefore, submits a claim or account, 
if I recollect right, in blank, for Mr. Webster to fill 
‘up, of which be calls for payment out of the contin- 
gent fund. Mr. Smith presmmes that the contingent 
fund will be ample, and Mr. Webster’s control of it 
complete, to do what he may think just. 
| The sums Mr. Smith vouches as got by him from 
Mr. Webster are $2.000 for services connected with 





_vouches $500 more, as will be shown. 
3dly—Leaving the department of state in debt to 
the secret service fund, 2,290. 
| ‘Phe records of the department show this default 


‘They show, furthermore, that it was neither paid 


—— ae 
They show several letters sent to him by Pres 
Tyler’s direction, urging payment, and evasiy 
cuses from Mr. Webster for non-payment. 

At length, a peremptory letter that exposur. 
would or might be the consequence of more delay 
produced reimbursemént. But settlement did not 
take place till the Ist February, 1845, ten days be. 
fore President Polk arrived in Washington to be in, 
augurated, when Mr. Welister produced anothe, 
voucher from Mr. F. O. J. Smith, for an additional 
, and other vouchers, one from George Smith 
or $500. 


George Smith, since dead, denied that he had ever 
been paid or vouched more than $150, to which sum 
Mr. Webster reduced the $500 at first demanded, a, 
his agent, now in Washington, will prove, 
Granting all the vouchers Mr. Webster produced 
there was, nevertheless, a balance of about $1206 
due from him, at all events, when he left the depart. 
ment. That sum he was in default to the secret ser. 
vice fund, after crediting everything in the way of 
re-payment, offset, or youcher, that he claimed. 


In all I have said in this affair, no allusion has 
been made to any private aggravation. Regretting 
the exposure forced from me, having afforded Mr, 
Webster several opportunities to meet the charges 
in his own way, that which he chose left me no aj. 
ternative but this forbearing justification of myself, 
A resolution, or committee, which I cannot insti- 
tute, will soon test the truth of my statement. 


Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts, then took the floor, 
He went on to ask how it was that Mr. Ingersoll 
had obtained his information, after the president hac 
refused to answer the resolution of the house upon 
the ground that the seal of secrecy could not be bro- 
ken. Had any of the underlings been corrupted, or 
had Mr. Ingersol] entered the treasury and with a 
key of his own opened the desk. Afler further re. 
marks, Mr. Ashmun said it ill-became Mr. Ingersoll 
to talk about ‘‘peculation” etc., when he himself had 
been turned out by Gen. Jackson for peculation of 
the public money. 


Mr. Ashmun referred to a document for the pur- 
pose of showing that Mr. Ingersoll, when removed 
from the office of United States district attorney in 
Pennsylvania, had been sued by the government as 
defaulter, and that he had not paid the amount of 
the verdict found against him for several years. 


Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll, here rose. He said tha’ 
as a matter of delicacy, it was proper that thus far 
he should have abstained from taking any part in this 
matter, but now he was placed in a different attitude, 
for upon that trial he was counsel for his brother.— 
He then stated on the word of a gentleman, that Mr. 
C. J. Ingersoll had, at the time referred to, been try- 
ing in vain for a long period to bring the government 
to a settlement of his accounts as district attorney. 
Attempt after attempt was made, but without suc- 
cess. At length Mr. Ingersoll, having a sum of mo- 
ney in his hands, and being anxiously desirous of a 
settlement, proposed to the government that the mal- 
ter should be settled by a jury. This was finally 
agreed to, and the trial was had, when the whole 
matter was honorably settled to the satisfaction of 
all. 


Mr. Ashmun resumed his remarks, and proceeded 
to assert that an insiduous attempt had been made t0 
induce Mr. Tyler to take ground on the subject, and 
to disavow that he sanctioned the disbursement. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll—By me? 

Mr Ashmun—Yes. 

Mr. Ingersoll—It is utterly false. 

The speaker rapped to order. tabi 4 

Mr. Ingersoll—(still standing and continuing hid 
sentence. )—It is a lie; the lie of a coward. 

Mr. Ashmun (resuming.)—Yes, the aged Pennsy’ 
vanian— 

Mr. Ingersoll—(interposing.)—1 am quite yours 
enough. 

Mr. Ashmun—Yes; the aged Pennsylvanian come 
here to use language towards me which he suppose® 
can provoke a personal conflict. I come from vant 
tion of country where they neither believe In r 
ling, bowie-knives, or pistols. We are neither aira 
of them nor do we use them. ak? 

Mr. Ingersoll (in his seat.) —Nor of getting dru 

Mr. Ashmun went on to say that although oe 
no duellist, if any one doubted his courage, Jet! 
try it. te He 

Mr. Schenck rose to a question of privilege. ting 
desired to offer a preamble and resolution << 
forth that after the president had declined to Se aie. 
the resolution of the house touching this matter, ats 
Ingersoll states that he has had access to the tae 
ment, &c.—therefore that‘a select compnsiitee © sai 
be appoimted to ascertain by what means the 


Mr. Ingersoll obtained the information, said com 
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=~. various ineffectual motions to lay the whole | d 
— fer various ineffectual motions to lay the whole | disputes it, I dispute it, said Mr. Webster. If he | proposed to make of it he di ‘ os- 
nt oalttt on the table, and decisions upon points of or-| refers to the venerable gentleman from Massachu sibly, though, that there Sho rang lie pth 
X- 


ve setts, (Mr. Adams,) for confirmation of his state- | nication from th i 

r i ’ ’ e secretary of state to Mr. 

Mr. Pettit moved to amend the resolution by add-/inent. | fancy he will not get that confirmation.”— | He did not undertake to may as to that ra ar 
ire ing the follow ing: I will thank the clerk to read the entry of the jour- | positiveness. 


ay, iAnd that another select committee of five be ap-|nal, (which the house has authorised me to bring| But so far as related to any s in thi 
not inted, to inquire into the truth of the charges this | here,) and there they will find in the hand writing of | action, Mr. A. never comidened: Meee anaivanr 
de. jay made in this house by Mr. C. J. Ingersoll against | the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, all I | that there was any ¢reason in it, nor any thing more 
in- Mr. Daniel Webster, with a view to founding an im- | said upon that subject. than the ordinary sort of communication from the 
her peachment against said Daniel Webster, and that; The clerk here read the following: executive department to the committee on foreign 
nal said committee have power to send for persons and 1843. Saturday 25th February. affairs. 
‘ith paper books and vouchers.” Present, Adams, Cushing, Everett, Granger,Caru-| Mr. Ingersoll (resuming) said he knew nothing at 
ne resolution, thus amended, was adopted, and | thers, Merriwether, Holmes. all of this matter except what was written Fong 
ver pere the matter, for the present, terminated. aia called Ag = chairman yesterday. He | handwriting of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
| was ot , ° : i i ; 
pe Mr. Jacob Thompson moved that the message and | sent stm hae vor i r. Stuart, Mr. Shepperd ab- | upon the minutes of what might be called the jour- 
ag sepile doptéaants be° lala on the lable, end p n. nal of the committee on foreign affairs a. the time. ) 
peso 3 nt 8 fer a brief conversation, waived the | ,, resolutions in relation to the Oregon territory of He did not know that it was a secret at that time.— : 
ed, rinted; ' a houtieat of » Waived the | the legislatures of Missouri and of Illinois were His attention was called to it by a gentleman not : 
200 motion J. In st coll who eaid if the h shed read; with reference to which, and to a communi-|n0w a member of this house. He certainly sup- : 
arte Mr. U. J. 2ng Are id Mt the house wished | cation from the secretary of state to Mr. Cushing | posed that there was a written communication, be- Hi 
sere to hear the further reading he had no obdjection.— ; : 7: 
t E Rtcimsed. from. what te had heard of th and Mr. Adams, of the wish of the president of the | cause the gentleman knew as well as he did that the é 
y of ae poniantion, file ths’ ran ding wou! PS ae es States to institute a special mission to Great sor ays of the wort pee pot he supposed, ' 
‘ ritain. calls on congress through one of its committees for * ’ 
has Cee icin ss a De. Ie fap fae sete AOS. it! The chairman moved that he be instructed to move | 80 important an act as the appropriation of a large 
dee printed J ood when | in the house, as an amendment to the civil and diplo- “ee of money oo oa to ore special mission to ; 
tp. ae. matic appropriation bill now under consideration in | @ foreign country without making the communica- 
‘ges ae We pridtog cehick 6 on Seca apes Sie committee of the whole on the state of the Union, an | tion in writing. And what brought him into ae- 
) al. ues : P at) appropriation of 18,000 dollars outfit and salary of a | quaintance with some other facts, was going to the ; 
this time, but it was a duty he owed to the house . irae, T 4 d ; : 
self. Pia Mane Hiniselt: t0 Say 0 Cow word thi »| special envoy extraordinary tu Great Britain; if the | department to find that letter. He did not find it 
asti- and perhap , y Son this 0C-| jresident should deem it necessary or expedient to there, and he was informed it could not be found.— 
casion. ' ; institute such a mission. And he confessed it excited some surprise in his 
- The president (said Mr. 1.) has answered the re-| On this motion, Adams, Cushing, Holmes, voted mind. 


Jution I submitted, in a way that is to me unex- ; 
rsoll 80 ’ ae aye. The house would recollect that he said, when he 
hae pected, and therefore, and only therefore, it is that Everett, Granger, Caruthers, Merriwether, voted | spoke upon the Oregon question, that that difficulty 


upon [deem it necessary to say anything. He should | nay. was an unfortunate legacy from the Maine difficulty. 


premise what he had tosay by this statement. Some 




















foe. : But two members of the committee being absent, | Lord Ashburton came here for the - 
d, or wi the foes, that Tas tales. br cetiacd tok ae she final vote was postponed to the meeting on Tues- | tling both; and the language of plo scr ted “ah 
ith a, y € ta-| day next. that subject is certainly remarkable. . 
- A ken, in this matter by me. A member from Massa- Hvpatouone of the legislature of Alabama in favor | ton re here to settle both; he did dot veitle both 
seo chusetts [Mr. Ashmun] spoke of a conspiracy; and a| of the annexation of Texas to this Union, and sun- | My impression, [ confess was—and I saw no very 
f had member from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon] in the| dry petitions against that measure referred to this | great impropriety in it—that between Lord Ashbur- 
a of course of some impertinent observations, mentioned | committee being considered, Mr. Adams moved that | ton and Mr. Webster, as there were no protocols, a6 
theother day—I do not recollect what, nor do | care | the chairman be instructed to report thereon to the | the whole proceeding was informal, conv ti } 
pur. —that geri sobbay eet rn with me in the | house the following resolutions- and confidential I believe, in a great meueute: Meek ae | 
oved that if thers io benepivatot i far thi tats cece 1943. Tuesday, 28th February. never communicated to the public till it was subse- i 
ey in That neither the president of the United States nor nf on onigge Noro, Segond tried, thik: 4 Slonee tie anhtltheh these, eanep ieee clean , 
nt as the secretary of state, who was absent, nor the act- phon: 6 mere nap Re ee om oe ‘oc One ssietiee teeth ¥ toh fort ger 1G 
unt of j . . : a e@ members. :S sh u e le or future action . i 
. the Senda wenick 7 pei feuth’ thon “| The question of moving an appropriation for an on for a special mission to Great Britain, as the hE 
‘that bad some slight intercourse, which f will mention,) outfit and salary for a special mission to Great Bri- | Maine question was then settled by a special mis- ie 
, ; +) | tain was decided in the negative. sion to this country. And the language | find here Pe 
us fat knew any thing at all of this matter. Among all Ave-~Adi Hol Cushi of Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Fox. i i. 
in this the hard things that have been said of me, I am ee eae. eae It will oth tees at tecoeantaaan an 
itude, notaware that my truth has ever been called in | gs ra nae! Sens rieiteeesh ores hate secmaant amas nb laoarala slay teeecaie i 
me ti ee gs an thers, Merriwether. : mpanying documents communicat- ae 
o. Tspnpunjasted. (rom Latthat ‘nieap inopsed ahs bo roe aon to cet . March, th ie Pelee ape at the commencement of the present as 
n try. ing stung, as the gentleman from Massachusett he house will perceive, therefore, Mr. Speaker, | ;, nm . ‘ eG 
mo (Mr. Winthrop,) “ty said, | was at least er eeied (said Mr. L.) Spat ” the band writing of the gen- | Pde» of the lie of boundary west of the Rocky ; 
orney: toan effort to vindicate my truth; and for that pur- tleman from Massachusetts what | said upon that} , “Vv ; ¥ | ae 
t ot pose | went to the sapironein of state with no fien subject is verified, aud that is all 1 desire to say | ee = salasiiie a pee en Wieghe» § p 
of mo- of discovering what 1 did. I went for the purpose | Po it. , respect to the trot a t t this iat ef omaame if 
s of a of ascertaining what correspondence there was upon Wath respect if (I may be allowed here to allude soe na the two accent ecthinde we, a: 
e mat: the subject of the McLeod case, (which the presi- | t° it) to a speech that was made soon after it, al) (ations with wh eke dtmnen ae. det eae ine 1 ee 
finally dent has thought proper to give to day,) and what | Baltimore, upon the subject of a commercial trea-| throught to a pan =e ane rusted, and which he has | 
whole correspondence, or letter, was there to the gentle- — Fer reasons Ghicb: ies ) | Ge. 
tion of man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) and to Mr. Mr. Adams interposed, and (Mr. I. yielding) re- state at length. that poi : f an necemeary here So oe 
Cushing, (for they are named in the same entry on | qWesied of the gentleman to produce the letter which | J niet of te A 8 sh 4 phar 4 been made the 4& 
seeded the journal,) respecting a special mission to England. | "€ had insisted was addressed to him (Mr. A.) by the| o¢ ee was not i bacon ‘The me os eee rie 
‘ade t0 me bo more OOF this: that in looking for these sommes of state at the time, proposing this appro- alleged by his lordship fon, abéuining ‘freak: he iF 
st, and pers, in particular for that letter, it could not be | Priation. ing to carry on a 
a found; and in some extent of research which was! Mr. Ingersoll. J request of the gentleman from wane’ of she sabiveatatientie cab aneet _ : ' | 
Hay upon it, to my great amazement, I came | Massachusetts to produce the note which he an-| prehension lest, by so doing, the sstiloment of the a 
yg other papers, which led me the next day in | nounced in the entry as (1 (hink) a written commu-| jar more important wiatter of the portheastern boun- y ; 
rn house, without taking counsel of any human | nication. What are the words there? (asked Mr. I. dary should be impeded, or exposed to the hazard of ie 
pr ; bet My the sti Smeg state what 1 did Pty clerk.) failure.” . Wwe 
ting hia sate, 1 took no counsel but of my own pillow that he extract from the above record of the journal : . . Hi 
6 aa and the next day came into this "teak with- | was again read, in which ‘a Aouetaainalion from | ,  erageery pk gala, peels mt it to be if 
ennsyl- Pe knowledge of a human being, and moved | the secretary of state to Mr. Cushing and Mr.|" ‘pp bi ave abundantly proves s i 
€ resolutions, in which it would seem from the | Adams,” &c., is spoken of. —, os on which the president has made ‘ 
2 young seg answer there were words—to wit: ‘“Pre- Mr. Adams (Mr. I. again yielding) said the fact pte orton Pa * pemepiteetcneysre = “en also lf 
soeiaintisd “alee aie —which 1 was not sufficiently | that there was an application from the secretary of | lieved to be strong aathortt eng die omwoat's on 
» comes wae re a the subject to have omitted—which | state for an appropriation for a special minister to] 1,6 United States had wink fhe aide pen at arent he " 
upposes titde, vjec ionable. {I will speak of that before J | Great ta was rea true; and me the | cofistituted authorities of the eter of ‘Meer ate ah 2 
sec “ appropriation requested from the secretary of State | ‘. , 
mast’ WB Bt fist, ast what the president has communi | ste direction of the president wan considered in oasis the subatanoeef whet seeds ct reward 
sr alral calla R stated that a special mission had been | the committee and rejected by the committee, was) | am not mistaken, that a letter saree “ rivate® 
pa or for the purpose of settling the Oregon also true. | was sent from the secretary of state to the abe ol 
drunk? auth and I appealed to the gentleman from That any written communication to him from the | of New York. 1] acknowledge, that oerer course 
phe was » yiend leg (Mr. Holmes,) who was sitting near | secretary of state took place, he had no recollection | of my statement, some things that 1 knew bad not 
jet them vette (Me the venerable gentleman from Massachu- | of, and he did not believe; and if there had been such | been personally said by the secretary of state were 
Fon) nis ig who were both members of this | a communication, it would have rested in the com- | mentioned as proceeding from him, because he di- 
ge. He time for ae the committee on foreign affairs at this mittee room, together with these entries that were Knmeted them to be sent, was the prime mover in the 
; setting denied it € proof of what I said, neither of whom | made in my own hand. whole business, and whatever was said by his agent 
9 answer When thi ‘ ' ' With respect to the fact whether this communica- | was in fact said by him. I have another motive for 
tter, Mr- the iimaber Hoe was mentioned in this house by | tion was made by the secretary of slate in writing | stating this: | know that the bearer of the public in- 
5 depart: that it had rom Connecticut, (Mr. Dixon,) he said | or verbally, he did not know that there was any im- | structions, a gentleman highly esteemed, whose name 
se of five & said 1,) that j been denied by Mr. Webster. Sir,| portance connected with the fact. Had he been |] did noldesire to connect at all with this transaction 
the said e report 1 not the fact. lt was grossly denied. | asked when the gentiewan offered his resolutions to | whom | believe incapable of doing any thing wron we 
nid com these are wed anguage is “this is another falschood;” | say whether such a transaction took place, he should | but I did not wish to introduce the name of Mr. Crit. 
4 papers © very words: ‘Mr. J. says, nobody | have answered it instantly. What the gentleman | tenden at all—l know that gentleman has, within a 
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few days, explained his agency in this transaction, and 
] cannot pereeive any very great difference between 
Mr. Crittenden and myself. I will ask the clerk to 
read a few lines from a New York newspaper which 
some kind friend has sent to me latterly. It is an ex- 
tract from a speech of Mr. John Young, who I un- 
derstand is a highly respectable and prominent whig 
member of the assembly of the N. York legislature. 
The clerk read the following: 

‘*All recollect when a British armed force from 
Canada invaded our shores, cut out and burned a 
steamboat, murdered acitizen. I recollect it, and 
I recollect also the sensation which ran through the 
community in which | live. I recollect well, as 
that feeling progressed through the state, that it 
seemed to us to embrace the entire west. I recol-. 
lect that very well. Time passed along, and the 

erson charged with that murder, in violation of our 

aws, was arrested and held to trial. Do you re- 
collect another thing, and how far the public feeling 
sustained the then governor in the course he pur- 
sued? J recollect that all the influence of all the public 
functionaries of Washington came down here at the capi 
tal to suppress that trial. All the power of the gene- 
ral government was brought to bear on the govern- 
ment of this state to prevent that trial. They were 
alarmed at the idea of incurring a war with Great 
Britain. Do you recollect—does the gentleman from 
Putnam, and does the gentleman from St. Lawrence 
recollect the high ground the executive took on that 
occasion?” 


Well, sir, | beg leave now to say a single word 
further. I think, with great respect and deference 
to Mr. Crittenden, that there must be some little 
error in his recolleciion of this case. He says that 
he went on to that mission; he says that he received 
instructions from the president, General Harrison; 
that he talked with General Harrison on the sub- 
ject; that General Harrison sanctioned what was 
done. 1am aware that Gen. Harrison was respon- | 
sible for what was done; that Gen. Harrison knew 
perfectly well what was done; but what I stated 
was, that Mr. Webster was, in respect of that mat- 
ter, de facto president of the United States. Mr. 
Crittenden left here the 15th March, 1841; General 
Harrison was inaugurated on the 4th of March, 
nine days only before, and General Harrison, in 
his inaugural address delivered on the 4th March, 
says: 

ude is my intention to use every means in my pow- 
er to preserve the friendly intercourse which now 
so happily exists with every foreign nation, and that, 
although, of course, not well informed as to the state of 
pending negotiations wiih any of them,” &c. 

General Harrison must, and | have no hesitation 
jn stating it—l take it for granted, that he must have 
deferred largely to the advice and suggestions of 
his secretary ofstate. I cannot help thinking, there- 
fore, what I said before, as to this matter being 
done by the secretary of state. And there is no- 
thing in that respect in which I can be fairly con- 
tradicted, even as a matter of mistake. What I 
stated was upon the most responsible authority, upon 
no confidential communication, and | can hardly 
believe will be in any respect gainsaid by the emi- 
nent personage from whom I received it, and it was 
merely for the purpose of vindicating the truth of 
my assertions, it was for that purpose, and that alone, 
that | went to the department of state, not asking 
anything, not dreaming of anything there to do what 
has been called changing the issue. 

With respect to the charges I made on the Sth of 
this month, lL repeat them. 1 say upon my respon- 
sibility as a member of this body, and as an indivi- 
dual, that the charges I then made are not only facts, 
that they are not only the truth, but they are direct 
ly, easily susceptible of proof from the department of 
state. 


A genileman inquired what were those charges? 

Mr. Ingersoll. The charges of Mr. Webster’s 
having taken into his possession the contingent ser- 
vice fund, which was never done either before or 
since; secondly, his having applied a portion of that 
fund to corrupt the party press; and thirdly, of his 
having left office indebted to that fund, of his not be 
ing able to settle that debt until nearly two years 
after he went out, and just before the present ad- 
ministration came into power. All this is true.— 
And I say further, as I said before, that | know little | 
very little of what more | presume exists and can be 
proved; because, ever since | made that statement, } 
have conceived both the propriety and policy of my 
situation to be passive silence, and to leave the mat- 
ter to take its own course. 

And pow I say, in conclusion, that 1 shall not 
make any further move on this subject; that it does 
not appear to me, or the friends J have consulted, 
that | am the proper person todo it. After all that 





All I have to say is simply to repeat the charges that 
Il have made, with the asseveration that they ean be 
proved; and I think it is obvious, fr »m the presi- 
dent’s response, that the proofs of these charges are 
attainable; and that had I omitted in my resolu- 
tions the words ‘‘the president’s certificates,” the 
proofs would have been here before now. It is 
not for me to call for them. I have done a 
very disagreeable duty—a duty, I assure the house, 
it was painful for me to perform; and all I need 
add is, that the charges are true, and may be easily 
proved. 

Mr. T. B. King was understood to remark that 
any member of this body who, for any purpose what- 
ever, rose in this house to assail, in any form, the 
reputation of any man, but especially of any citizen of 
the United States who had held the highest position, 
except two, in the gift of the people or the govern- 
ment of the United States, was bound to substanti- 
ate his charges, or else they would recoil with re- 
doubled force upon himself. When the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania made these charges, which 
were now lying before him, on the 9th of Februa- 
ry last, he confessed he was greatly surprised, for it 
had never entered into his mind—he had never heard, 
among all the slanders of the day, that the govern- 
ment of the United States had at any time, or in any 
manner, attempted to interfere with the progress of 
justice or the execution of the laws of the state of 
New York. 


Mr. Burt rose to a point of order, and objected 
to the gentleman’s proceeding on the ground of irre- 
levancy; but after some conversation waived his ob- 
jection, and 

Mr. King proceeded. He was going on tosay, that 
in all the charges heretofore made he had never, be- 
fore the charges of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
of the 9th of February last, heard it intimated that 
there was any aite;»pt on the part of the administra- 
tion of the general government to interfere with the 
execution of the laws, or the course of justice in the 
state of New York, or that the secretary of state at 
that time had acted any part unbecoming him as an 
officer of the government, or done what was not 
strictly his duty to do. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania thought he 
had substantiated the charges by made him on the 
9th of February Jast. With all due respect, he was 
forced to differ from the gentleman. He (Mr. 
K.) thought he should be sustained by the house, 
and the country in his opinion, that he had not sub- 
stantiated any single item of the charges he then 
preferred. 

The gentleman had declared in his remarks, 
which were personal to Mr. Webster, that Mr. Web- 
ster wrote a letter marked ‘‘private,” and he believ- 
ed the gentleman said he wrote as many as three 
letters in one day. 

Mr. Ingersotl here made a remark, which was en- 
tirely lost to the reporter. 

Mr. King (continuing.) They were all public let- 
ters except one, and that—— 

Mr. G. 8. Houston rose to a point of order, which, 
after considerable conversation, he placed in the 
following form: 

That the jetter referred to by Mr. King, nora 
copy of that letter, not being a part of the message 
of the president, and therefore not before the house, 
it was not in order to discuss it. 


The speaker, referring to the difficulty of drawing 
the precise limit to which the debate should be con- 
fined, and to the extent to which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had been indulged, decided that the 
fact being referred to in the message, that no such 
Jetter was to be found in the department of state, it 
formed a part of the subject matter of the eommu- 
nication of the president, and might be discussed. 

Mr. Houston appealed from the decision of the 
chair. 

Mr. Winthrop required that the point of order 
should be reduced to writing. 

After some conversation this was done, but it sub- 
sequently appeared that the point of order had been 
on a misapprehension of the state of facts, no further 
proceedings took place in relation to it. 

Mr. King (resuming) said he would like to ask 
the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, and 
every member of this house, in what particular the 
gentleman had substantiated the charges made by 
him on the 9th February, against the secretary of 
state in 1841? ‘The main body of the charge was that 
the government of the U. States had interfered with 
the administration of justice in New York. Where 
was the evidence that sustains this? Not the slightest 
particle had been brought forward. 

The private letter, addressed by Mr. Webster to 
the governor of New York, (which was read by Mr. 
Webster in reply to the charges in the senate), did 
not contain the slightest proof of any inteation of any 





has passed, it is for others to say whether any fur- 
ther movement shal! be made, and what it shail be. 


such interference. 


It afforded Mr. K.no pleasure but very great pain ; 
have any thing to say upon sucha subject. Byt the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had brought it Upon 
himself. He had failed to substantiate the char 

first made, and without scarcely alluding to the, 
he comes forward again and brings other charges ,, 
a more grave and important nature; and these a), 


‘he had failed to substantiate, but told them that the 


were true, and that the records which the Presiden 
declined to communicate would prove them so, y, 
K. proceeded to argue the probability that the ey; 
dence would not have been withheld bv the preg 
dent, had there been evidence in the departinent ,, 


sustain Mr. Ingersoll’s charges. 


Tam authorised to state, (continued Mr. K.) thy 
not one cent was disbursed out of that fund withoy 
the written sanction or authority of the president, 
That not one dollar was paid to any connexioy 
or personal or political friend of the secretary 
state. 

It appears that the sum of pete was expend 
while Mr. W. was secretary of state, out of the fyp 
for foreign intercourse, in the years 1841 and 184 
Very proper objects of this expenditure may} 
easily imagined or suggested in those years. 

In the year 1841] the whole northern frontier wy 
in a state of continual agitation, created by the Pa 
riot society, or Hunter’s Lodges as they were calle( 
These were secret political clubs, organized and ey 
isting at various points, from Ogdensburg up to Lak 
Huron. Their object was to make incursions a 
commit outrages in Canada, and by this means 

provoke retaliation and to carry on a border war, 

They are known to have gone the length even of a 
ranging for an army, to be called the army fort) 
deliverance of Canada. 


It will be remembered that gen. Scott was sent 
the frontier, and that general Brady commanded 
Detroit. It was necessary to find out the purpo 
of theses secret clubs. They were found out.’ The 
constitution, organization and commissions, al! we 
found out, and the military authorities of the Unite 
States were kept advised of their movements a 
purposes. 

All this source of disorder and mischief was dri 
up and cut off by the extradition article of the trei 
of Washington. 

A second source of expenditure to some sm 
amount was found, no doubt, in the negotiation 
the negotiations in respect to several subjects in 16 
Confidential agents, it is understood and suppose 
were sent to confer with the governor of Maine, a 
other things were done, and necessarily done, whi 
the public interest did not allow to be made kno 
to other governments. Publicity here would be, 
course, publicity every where. 

In the third place, it came to my knowledge, 3 
therefore ] can now allude to it, without being p 
ticular, that, in 1841, and 1842, what was consid 
eda very important service was performed and p 
for out of this fund, by order of the president,| 
matter much connected with the peace of one } 
tion of the United States. And ] was consulted c 
fidentially,as a member of congress from thal} 
tion of the country. Itis not proper, perhaps, ¢ 
now, to speak more particularly. But of one thi 
1 am sure, that there are gentlemen in_ this bo 
who voted for the resolution of the honorable me 
ber from Pennsylvania, who, if they had known W! 
I knew, would sooner have put their heads 10/0! 
fire than to have jomed in any vote derogatory 
the honor and character of the able and disting! 
ed senator, who was at that time at the head of 
state department, in regard to the disbursemen|s 
him, under the orders of the president, out of 
fund placed by law at the president’s disposal. 

There was nothing more common or more be 
sary, al times, in this government and in all gove 
ments, than to employ secret service funds 1 
negotiation of treaties. 


Mr. K. referred to the statement by Mr. Ad 
in the previous debate, respecting the use o 
fund during Mr. A’s administration, and yieldet 
Mr. A. who made an explanation op this subje 
which, (from his turning away), was entirely | 
the reporter, (but the purport of which may be 
ferred from Mr. K’s subsequent remarks.) 

Mr. King (resuming), said it appeared ond 
exposition of the gentleman from Massachusells,, 
he did actually give authority to use the a 
$30,000, but in fact but $8,000 of it was used, ! 
his certificate at the time, which was alot 
the amount ($4,480), expended under Mr. 4) 
administration; and of this it should be pert 
$1,000 was expended after Mr. Webster lefty 
fice of secretary of state. This sum, he sah 
used by president Tyler curing the troubles ° 
northeastern boundary and the northern frontie!, 
his only astonishment was, that a greater sual 





not been found indispensabiy necessary. 
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t theyll withstanding the authority of the Mr. Young, of N. 
Siden York, the gentleman from Pennsylvania was m's- 
>». Mel taken, and that he had not produced the slightest but dishonor must attend his subserviency to the 
1¢ evil gcintillation of proof that this government attempted | west. | 
preg) ae all the administration of justice in N. Y. | river Gill, now pending in the senate. 
ent ty hen Mr. Webster went out of office, Mr. K. said he | he will be recreant to all his former principles on 
understood the facts to be that he settled his account 
+) theif py drawing a check for the balance that seemed to be ine 
vithoufill’ ggainst him, and when the vouchers came in for that | gratify their Oregon rabidity? They will have no- 
dent, amount, there was a certain amount placed to his 
Nexiongm credit, which was subsequently refunded. 
tary 9 He contended that Mr. Crittenden, instead of sus- | dishonored—leave them he must, if he would not 
taining Mr. Ingersoll in his charges of interference 
spendes directed the whole tenor of his remarks to show di- | trampled down. 
he fun rectly the reverse. ° 
id 184 Mr. Dromgoole, (Mr. K. yielding) asked of the 
may | tleman it Mr. Crittenden did not declare that he | gon question. 
went to New York concerning the McLeod case, 
tier wall =with written instructions in his pocket. 
the Ps Mr. King resuming. Well, suppose he did; that| ple in the future. 
e called showed no attempt at interference, and Mr. Critten- 
and ell den directly stated that there was no intention on the | followed his administration at every step. 
to Lak rt of the administration to interfere. 
Hons at Mr. K. concluded by repeating that Mr. Ingersoll 
neans had failed to produce proofs to substantiate bis char- 
ir war, ges. 
en of a The question now recurring on the original motion | power. 
y for of Mr. , ses Thompson to lay on the tableand print, om 
was then decided in the affirmative. 
18 sent i om - a 
gone THE OREGON QUESTION. 
t. The the committee of conference. 
all we THE ADMINISTRATION AND WESTERN STATESMEN. 
he Unit Itis obvious, that the administration, began its 
nents a career with a vast admiration of western power 
and statesmanship. It mounted accordingly the | escence. 
was dri@] great western hobby—the Oregon territory. It seem- 
the trea ed to suppose that a new era had arrived, in which | mity. 
the path of distinction and success, in the affairs of | over the war men—the 54 40's. 
me sma ihe general government, lay exclusively in the wes- 
tiation GH tern wiles. Dustinction it has certainly got, and is 
ts in 18M very likely to get. It has made a great noise in 
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etied by the president’s certificate, the presi 


u tihe secretary, was responsible, and (if any cessful, and the Union prosperous. 
poo and e If fie inquiry were to | dent listened to their councils, his party would now 
carried out, he would like to have it explained | have been united—the Oregon question with all its 
how the $100,000 sppropeiette in relation to Texas | fearful convulsions and losses, would not have oc- 
curred—and consistently with all his former prin- 

ciples, he would have moved on in the path of hon- 


one) should be arraigned. 
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Mr. K. proceeded at some length further to argu 


e also repeated that, not- 

















Europe, and has struck the prosperity of our own 
country, as with a blight. Nobody who has had 
property to sell, or debts to pay, but will long re- 
wember Mr. Polk and Oregon. But success, like a 
meteor over a western prairie, alihough impetuous- 
ly followed through bogs and briars, is as far off as 
ever. ‘The democratic party is divided in congress. 
Although commencing with a majority of some eight 
in the senate and seventy in the house of represen- 
latives, its first great measure has failed in both 
branches of congress; and now, by a lean majority 
of some eight or ten votes in the house, it is striving 
totake off some of the keen edge of the senates 
stern condemnation and rebuke. ‘The whole course 
ofthe western statesmen on this question, has shown 
their ancapacity to rule this country. The coarse 
fury of their language and denunciations and the 
inconsiderate reasonless policy of their measures, 
has disquieted and alarmed, the great body of the 
people on the Atlantic border; whilst their unscru- 
‘pulous rapacity for appropriations of the public mo- 
bey, give any thing but confidence to those who be- 
lieve that a restricted frugal and economical admin- 


lies of the people, and the preservation of our sys- 
‘em of government. Congress has been in session 
how near five months. Neither civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, nor the army or navy bills, co- 
Yering the pay of our whole civil and military es- 
lishments, although reported early to the house, 
have yet been touched. What has congress been 
doing? Why carry out western measures, under 
Wesiern dictation. Oregon and 54, 40—with its 
kindred measures—rifle regiments, mounted and un- 
Mounted—increase of the army—bills to protect 
Settlers and establish our laws in Oregon—lIndian 
agencies in Oregon,—mail facilities to Oregon, to 
¢ followed up soon we suppose, with a grand rail- 
toad to Oregon. And then nearer home, their rivers 
and harbours, and that most magnificent of all hum- 
bugs—the Cumberiand road—a regular wagon road. 
Thanks to the economical sensibilities of the Yan- 
ees, this was too much for even their stomachs, and 
they threw it up. At this time of day, to talk of a 
Wagon road—running too parallel wuh the Ohio, 
When a railroad could be built for half the money. 
these ‘things, shew where western predominance 
leads. It 1s impossible that the administration, can 
be successiul, unless it will rid itself of such influ- 


ences. lts praper affinity, is with the southern de- 


as the accounts were settled, and could only be | mocracy—t 
dent, | manship, the democratic party has been always suc- 


this bill, what will be gained by all he has done to 


thing but curses for his administration and his fame. 


at democracy under whose wise states- 


Had the 


resi- 


or and true glory. Not only disastrous failure, 


Will he sanction their huge harbour and 
If he does, 


internal improvement, and if he does not, and veto’s 


Leave them he must, if he would not be personally 


have his party broken up, and his administration | 
No administration ever set in| 
Washington, which could withstand the array of | 
talent and power, which now faces him on the Ore- 
Let him fall back to his old friends 
and his old principles, and he may yet retrieve the 
past, and win the gratitude and applause of the peo- 
His first error, in rejecting Mr. 
alhoun from the state department, seems to have 
It is now 


our public men, senators and representatives, gave 
their influence to these mad feelings. Both halls of 
congress rung with the fiercest denunciations not 
merely of England, but of every man who dared to 
question the wisdom or propriety of the measures of 
this ultra 54° 40’ party. By fierceness and clamor 
they deceived and overawed many, and required n° 
ordinary boldness in any man to stand up and avow 
any opinions which would lead to more moderate and 
safe counsels. 4 
‘But reason has at length prevailed. 

bold by duty to their snuntee, and sari neds atear 
by the dangers which beset it, have amid all their 
denunciation, dared to speak truths home to those 
who held the destinies of the country in their 
hands. Wisdom has rebuked folly; reason has tem- 
pered rashness;—the love of honor and peace has 
signally triumphed over the wild spirit of the war 
destructives. The country if notsaved from warb 
this action of the senate is at any rate saved inc 
what would be a stain scarcely less deplorable, the 
folly and wickedness of having invited and incited 
to it by the hot, ill tempered and i!! considered 


measures proposed by Mr. Allen, and the 54° 49) 
men. 


Whether we shall have war or ; 

peace is no ° 
most solely in the hands of Mr. Polk. He is ied 
with all the power not of the constitution alone. but 
the ascertained and expressed wish of inane for 





clear that this was not an error merely in the selec- 
tion of men, but of essential policy. Although, the 
confusion and losses of the past are irretrievabie, 
he can yet restore his administration to success and 
f Charleston Mercury. 


OREGON RESOLUTIONS—FINALLY SETTLED. 
The country will rejoice to see that this long and 
hotly contested matter has been finally settled by 
the votes of both houses concurring in the report of 
The resolutions of 
senate were adopted, finally, with some mere ver- 
bal alterations—important in no respect, except that 
they gave the house an easy descent in their acqui- 
They yielded as they ought to have done, 
and did it gracefully, and with a wonderiul unani- 
It is a triumph of the senate—of the 49’s 
And it is remarka- 
ble how happy they seem at their deliverance.— 
The Union appears really to rejoice over it, as the 
final consummation of all that was desirable, and 
abandons its poor friends of the 54° 40’ to sing its 
peans to a victory which leaves them prostrate and 
rolling in the dust. 

We think this matter has finally ended in the best 
way it could. The vote has been unanimous to a 
degree very unusual in so important a matter—42 
to 10 in the senate, and 142 to 46 in the house. We 
are gratified to see that South Carolina was unani- 
mous in their favor in both houses. 

What will be the bearing—the effect of this ac- 
tion in congress on the question of peace and war? 
We cannot but believe the influence will be most 
auspicious. We have neither time nor space to 
give a full developement of all our views—but we 
cannot forbear a short review of some of the fea- 
tures of this extraordinary affair. The whole cha- 
racter of the measure is entirely changed since its 
first mtroduction. It was then ushered in with 
other measures, and speeches breathing nothing 
but war, and preparations for war, and defiance 
and denunciation of Great Britain. The notice 
was to be given “‘forthwith’—it was to be a nak- 
ed, unconditional notice—it was accompanied by re- 
solutions of inquiry for increase of army and navy 
—the raising of soldiers and seamen—the building 
of forts and ships, and every thing seemed to be with 
a view to collision and strife. 
stances the notice would almost, if not quite, in the 
language of General Cass, have made ‘‘war inevita- 
ble.” 


Under such circum. | 


the peaceful settlement of this questi 
ble terms—while at the same oe fe concie aie. 
ifest that none other than reasonable terms i be 
acquiesced in by them or this country. The ultras 
the 54° 40‘ men are rebuked—beaten—almost anni- 
hilated—shorne of all power and consideration—and 
in the place of this weak, windy, and noisey faction 
there exists an united mass comprising ail parties 
who declare 49° is the basis on which this question 
is to be settled. It is in front of this mass, with no- 
thing but his own discretion—patriotism and judg- 
ment to restrain him, that this vote of congress i 
put President Polk, with all the power of the land 
to sustain him, We are glad it is so. We wait 
the developement of his action with confidence 
that it will be such as befits his own character and 
the welfare and honor of the country which gives 
him this additional mark of confidence. His pos- 
terity is his fame; and his fame will reat on the way 
ni promotes the welfare and happiaess of his coun- 
ry’ 
We consider this action of congress as peculiarly 
happy and opportune at this time. The English pa- 
pers, by the late steamer, show a far more reason- 
able consideration of this subject. Several of the 
most important of their journals recognize and re- 
commend the 49°, as the basis of settlement. Some 
claim the navigation of the Columbia until the fur 
|trade is exhausted, say some 20 years or so. Some 
insist on it forever, while others propose to give us 
an equivalent for it, the navigation of the St. Law- 
rence. Any and all these proposals approach what 
is reasonable and may well be considered as no 
serious obstacle in so important a matter—but the 
last appears to us the most reasonable and proper of 
all. The free navigation of the St. Lawrence would 
be to us a full equivalent—perhaps more than a full 
one. Our people would be gainers vastly——civiliza- 
tion—the cause of human improvement—the per- 
manent peace of both countries would be vastly 
promoted by such an arrangement. It would injure 
no one, while it would stimulate the enterprise and 
er the industry of thousands on both sides of the 
ine. 

We again repeat that we are glad that the whole 
matter is now in the hands of the president, with 
the wishes and views of congress and the people 
clearly expressed—we sincerely hope he will not 
allow any mere notion of form or etiquette to prevent 
him from at once acting on England for the settle- 

ment of the boundary at 49°. If we were to choose 





But that wasnotall. Mr. Allen, chairman of the 
senate committee of foreign relations, and thus in 
appearance the organ of this country, on that branch 


tain, at the same time that our swords were crossing 
those of Mexico. 


our list of foes by his famous anti-colonization reso- 
lutions. 


thinking men. 


ever known. 





hearts of the people.” 


of our affairs, seemed to think that we had not} 
enough on our hands while we were standing in | 





for ourselves we would rather be the party t 

= OY hy yp to receive one ram the other 
| side. é think the president would gai 

peng @Mraia Pp uld gain by so do- 
Ist. It is right io itself. 

| 2. If rejected by Great Britain, it would unite all 


this attitude of imminent hostility with Great Bri-| men as one to his Support. 


| 3. Because we really believe he wishes to settle 


He choose that very moment as | this question on that basis, 
the most auspicious for adding the rest of Kurope to | 


If this question is now promptly and at once set- 
| tled, the differences with Mexico will not be difficult 


|to arrange. Delay in this, complicates that and in- 


Proceedings such as these alarmed all prudent and | creases the danger of collision there 
They saw the country not drifting, | 
but driven hourly nearer and nearer to a war, the| only have the tariff to adj 

just so as to restore to i- 
most dangerous to all concerned, that the world has | culture and commerce equal taxation and a rua. 
Notice in this state of things was/| venue tariff, and when he has done this, he will have 

but another name for war, for which it was pro-| earned for himself a gratitud 
; gratitude as warm and a fame 
claimed by Mr. Allen, he wished “to prepare the | as enviable as ever has faHen to the lot of an Ame 
Some of the oldest awongst' rican statesman. 


These questions once settled and Mr. Polk will 


[Charleston Mercury. 
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CHRONICLE. 


VotuntecerR Meerincs. We have details of gene- 
ral meetings of the citizens, and of resolutions for 
volunteering, in support of the war from various di- 
rections. 

One took place in Baltimore on Wednesday even- 
ing, which was addressed by F. Gallagher, Coleman 
Yellott, and W. P. Preston, Esqrs. A series of re- 
solutions were adopted, in virtue of which on the 
next day the national flag was hoisted and a rendez 





‘vous opened for volunteers. 


A meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia took 
place the same evening, at which it is stated not less 
than twenty thousand were present. 


InsuraANce.— The war clause, is now a serious item 
with the marine insurance offices. The New York 
Courier states that the officers there generally, in- 
sert the following: 

“‘War clause.—Warranted by the assured free of 
all loss, damage or charge arising from, during, or 
in consequence of capture, seizure, restraint, block- 
ade or detention resulting from war or hostilities, 
between the United States and Mexico, or pretext 
thereof.” 

The clause is inserted in all policies hereafter to 
be issued, or risks taken under ope i policies “to and 
from purts beyond the Cape of Good Hope and Cape 
Horn, to and from the coast of Brazil, to and from 
all ports in the Gulf of Mexico, to and from Cuba, 
and all the West India Islands and on the Main, and 
all ports in the United States south of Savannah, and 
on ail annual policies.” 

This virtually includes al) voyages but those on 
the Atlantic and in the Mediterranean. The Couri 
er goes on to say:—The first effect of the war alarm, 
after enhancing the price asked or diminishing the 
risk assumed by the insurance companies, is mea- 
surably to put a stop to southern credits and to the 
execution of foreign orders. The former are gene- 
rally opened here or in Europe against drafts passed 
for the purchase of cotton in southern ports. 
purchases are now suspended. So of foreign orders, 
which being for the most part limited to prices that 
include the ordinary rate of insurance, it is not deem. 
ed safe to fill when a war premium may be charged, 
and thus change into loss what otherwise might 
yield a profit. 

“All foreign business is more or less affected by 
this state of things, and if the war is really to continue 
and Mexican letters of marque are to add their evil 
integers we have not yet seen the worst by a good 

eal.” 


Such | 





| 


The New York “Globe,” an administration paper, | 


has the following paragraph: 
* The Underwriters of New York— Privateers. 


The 


| 
| 


The U. S. quarter master has despatched all neces- 


a arms and equipments to the barracks.” 


he St. Louis Republican of April 30th, says— 
‘‘We understand that the following companies and 
officers of the 10th regiment U. S. Infantry, now 


stationed at Jefferson barracks, are under marching 


orders for Texas, and will leave as soon as possible: 
Lit. Col. Wilson, Commanding Co. K —Bt. Major 
Abercrombie; Company E, Captain A. S. Miller, 2d 


lieutenant Pluenmer; bt. 2d lieutenant Dilworth; 
Company G, Captain E. Backus, Ist lieutenant G. 


W. F. Wood, 2d lieutenant, S. D. Carpenter; Com- 


pany C, Captain J. H. Lamotte, Ist lieutenant G. 


Barry, 2d lieutenant Terrett. 
The steamer Galveston was chartered at New 


Orleans on the 5th, on account of the U. S govern- 


ment at $500 per day, to take troops to the Rio 
Grande. 

Orders were received at New York on Monday 
afternoon, by Col. Bankhead, to despatch four com- 
panies of the second artillery, under his command, 
immediately to the seat of war. They are to be 
taken, one company from Fort Trumbull, New Lon- 


don; one from Fort Hamilton; one from Governor's 


island; and one from Fort Mifflin, Delaware river. 

The eight other companies of artillery on the At- 
Jantic coast are also ordered off to the Rio Grande, 
making twelve companies in all. 


Companies D, E, F, and G of the 2d regiment, U. 
S. Artillery, lately stationed in New York harbor and 
its vicinity, have been ordered to embark immediate- 
ly for the Rio Grande. 

The following officers accompany this battalion. 
Capt. C. S. Merchant; Ist lieutenants, M. S. Shack- 


elford, L. G. Arnold, Wm. F. Barry; 2d lieutenants, 


H. A. Allen, J. Totten, D.-Gibson; brevet 2d leu 
tenants, J. H. Carlisle, Geo. Edwards, and H. Cop- 





pee. The battalion will sail on Friday or Saturday. 

The company of artillery at Fort McHenry, Balti- 
more, under Lieut. Tompkins, it was understood, 
had received orders to hold themselves in readiness 
to embark for Texas. Several corps of volunteers 


of the city immediately assembled and authorized 


their officers to tender their services for tours of duty 
in the garrison. 

The troops stationed at Fort Moultrie, at Charles- 
ton, have been ordered to the relief of Gen. Faylor, 
as have the three companies stationed at Fortress 
Monroe, near Norfolk. 

The New York Mirror saya-—‘* We hear that the 
orders for the four companies stationed at the differ- 
ent posts in the harbors, to proceed to the Rio Grande, 
have been countermanded by the war department, 
which has oceasioned io little surprise.” 

Camp 2d Reg. Dragoons, U. S. 7. 
Near Matamoros, April 28, 1846. 


salaried officers of the insurance companies, as a} jist of the killed and wounded, of the detachment 
board of underwriters, refused to insert the ‘war | under the command of Captains Thornton and Har- 


clause’ in their policies a year ago, and now comes 
the settling day for their imbecility. lt is well 
known that Gen. Almonte arranged for the com- 
missioning of lwo hundred privateers several months 
since; and all the offscourings of the ports of Ku- 
rope and South America, with all the slave traders 
afloat, will soon have commenced their direful 
work. The insurance companies will, as a matter 
of course, be ruined ina few weeks, as there have beea 
no limits to the risks they have taken.” 

The Marine Insurance companies of New York it 
is understood, have resolved to charge three premi- 
ums ov all risks without the war clause. Of course 
they will be governed by circumstances with rela- 
tion to the kinds of voyage. The U.S. Gazette, 
says, Similar regulations will be partially adopted in 
Philadelphia. The ‘war clause” is now inserted in 
all the policies of insurance issued in Baltimore.— 
The rise of premiums will operate injuriously upon 
our commerce. Some difficulty has been experienc- 
ed in obtaining seamen at previous rates, the risk of 
capture being alleged for demanding higher wages. 
Foreign neutral shipping being exempt from these 
charges and risks, will no doubt be employed toa 
large extent instead of our own shipping. 

The New York Courier says—The insurance com- 
panies, when the parties desiring insurance wish it, 
omit the war clause on payment of 3 per cent, addi- 
tional to the ordinary premium of 15 per cent. from 
this port to N. Orleans. This 3 per cent. therefore, 
must be taken as the present measure of the alarm 
of the insurance companies. 


Army.—Two companies of U.S. artillery station- 
ed at Pensacola, another company at Fort Pike, and 
one company at Fort Wood, near New Orleans, have 
been ordered foithwith <o the Rio del Norte, by 
Gen. Gaines. They embarked from New Orleans, 
on the 6th inst. The New Orleans Tropic of the 
6th inst. says—“A detachment of regular troops, 





| 
| 
} 


dee, who were cut off by a party of 2,000 of the 
enemy (2,000 against 75!) Some of the killed re- 
sided in Philadelphia. 

Killed —Capt. Thornton, Lieut. Kane. Privates— 
Benjamin Russell, Henry Ruwer, Ezra Sands, Wil- 
liam Ryan, formesly kept a tavern in Water street, 
Philadelphia; John Sidford, Philadelphia; Wa. 
Stewart, Jas. Curtis, Richard Pryor—has a father at 
No. 132 Buttonwood street, Philadelphia; George 
T. Styles, New Orleans; Peter K. Stevenson, Theo- 
philus Whiteman, David Whiteman—father is a gro- 
cer, at corner of George and Eleventh streets, Phi- 
ladelphia; Geo. Shippen- Total 13. 

Wounded.—Privates—St. Clair Shipley, slightly; 
John Perkins, do.; William S. Muff; mortally; Geo. 
Jenkins, since died; Patrick McLaughlin, slightly; 
Henry Wilk, slightly, by a lance in the leg. Total 4. 

Prisoners—Capt. Hardee. Privates—John Ozboro 
and James Ogborn, brothers; Wilkum Van Horn, 
Solomon Brewer, George K. Curtis, William Me- 


Ginn, Geo. D. Barker, Patrick Linn, Henry V. Van- | 


| 


'is deceased. 


— 


had issued orders for the enrollment forthwith, of a) 
persons liable to military duty, as preliminary to 4 
draft. Altogether twelve companies, including ons 
from Attakapas, and another from East Feliciang 
had been mustered into service, comprising a forces 
of about one thousand men. 

The steamer Monmouth, which left Galveston fo, 
Point Isabel, it appears, had but sixteen voluuteers 
on board. The people of Texas were waiting for 
orders from their governor. 


Anew fort. The St. Louis Republican of the 51, 
inst. says—“The proper officers of the government 
are engaged in preparations for the erection of 
new fort on the Missouri. It is to be located about 
270 miles by water, above Fort Lzavenworth. The 
lumber, &c. necessary for the building, is on board 
the Amaranth; she will leave to-day. This is jp. 
tended, we suppose, to form one of the line of posts 
to the Oregon territory.” 


Navy. The U.S. steamer Princeton, having been 
repaired at the Charlestown navy yard, Capt. 
Frencu Forrest reached Boston on Munday, with 
orders for her to proceed immediately for Pensacola, 
By 10 o’clock on Tuesday morning she was under 
way and weot to sea in fine style, all sails filled with 
a fair breeze. ‘Capt. Forrest went as passenger, un- 
der orders to relieve Capt. DuLANney, In command of 


‘the frigate Cumberland, now in the gulf, ‘Ihe Prince- 


on is commanded by F. Eneue, Esq. 


The Mississippi, U. S. steam frigate, Capt. Fitz 
hugh, was ordered to start for Vera Cruz, at 4 P. M- 
on the 4th inst. from Pensacola. 

The St. Mavy’s, U.S. sloop of war, Commander 
Saunders, on the reception of intelligence at Pensa. 
cola, via N. Orieans, of the news from Rio Grande, 
was ordered to get under way immediately for Bra- 
zos St. lago to the aid of Point Isabel. 

African squadron.—The Dolphin, U.’S. brig, Com. 
Pope, and the Marion, sloop of war, Com. Simonds, 
were at Monrovia April 1, the latter just from a 
cruise down the coast, about to sail to windward ina 
few days. J.C. Spencer, jr., purser of the Marion, 
Qn the 30th March, the Marion’s boat 
was capsized, while crossing the bar of the Messu- 
rado river, and Mr, Joseph T. Bartlett, of Maine, 
midshipman, and Mr. John Johnson, seaman, were 
drowned. 


_ Lieut. W. D. Hurst, of Philadelphia, who was 


soine months ago struck off the list of the navy, for 
fighting a duet with an inferior officer, has been re- 


appointed by the president, by and with the advice 


Dear Sir:—-] send you below a copy of the official | the 128 days it continued. | 
‘all passed except the one regulating the statutes in 





and consent of the senate. 


Tur New York LectsLaToure closed their session 
on the 13th instant. They enacted 337 laws during 
The anti-rent bills were 


relation to devise and decent. 

On the last day of the session a resolution passed 
the lower house, authorising the governor to call 
out 50,000 volunteers for the use of the nation in the 
war with Mexico. The senate however adjourned 
without taking any notice of the resolution. 


Paciric WHALERS—Peruvian decree.—The follow- 
ing decree of the government of Peru has been re- 
ceived from the United States consul at Payta, and 
is published by the state department. It is of great 
importance to our whaling vessels in the Pacific: 

“IT, Ramon Castilla, president of the republic, cai- 
sidering — 

“J. That the residents at Tumbez are deprived of 
the advantages which they derived from the pre 
sence of the whaling and sealing vessels at that place; 
and— 

“2. That the government is bound to promote by 
every means in its power the welfare and advance 
ment of all the places in the republic; having obtain- 
ed the assent of the council of state, Decree: 

“Article 1. Foreign or national whaling, or sealiog 


sitteri, Shepherd Black, Dennis O'Neil, Geo. Slack, | vessels may enter the harbor of ‘Tumbez, on pay- 


James West, Barker O’Ryan, Samuel G. Smith, Pe- 
ter O’ Rafferty, John Peters, James Cass, Jonathan 
Smith, John Offerman, P. James, Niles Ryan, James 
Peters, musician; Lemuel Pierce, George Bassome, 
William Early, Ephraim Baggs, James Leeds, Frank 
Bowers, William Cunningham, Joho Seyfton, James 
Wright, Thomas Richardson, William Thomas, Jas. 


ment of the simple duty of ten dollars as anchorage, 
free from all duties of port, captaincy, roll, a0 
health. 

“3. The captain, agent, or assignee, of any whal 
ing or sealing vessel shall present the manifest 00 
clear paper, as well as the order for her clearance: 

“4. ‘The capiain for the port of Tumbes, shall, 0 


Gibbons, Joseph Russell, Charles Burke, Frederick | his own authority alone, issue the license to depatt, 


Myers, Thomas Jenks, Patrick Ward, Joho Frazer, 


| James Heilgent, Edward Shaw, Charles Wood, 


Thomas Hickman, Charles J. Smith. Total 47. 
I will write again the first opportunity. You may 
make any use of this you think proper. 
l remain, yours, &c. 
James Carters, 2d Reg. U. S. Dragoons, 
[N. Y. Com. Advertiser. 





The latest intelligence we have from New Orleans 


numbering about 80, arrived yesterday from Fort| states, that the governe: of Louisiana, in consequence 


Pike, aud marched to their quarters al the barracks, | of the want of a suilicient number of volunteers, 


to whaling or sealing vessels, whether national of 


foreign. . age 

“5. Whaling or sealing vessels, remain subject, : 
cases of clandestine introduction of merchandis y 
even of oil, to the penalties declared in the com 
mercial negotiation which they infringe. _ 

“The minister of state of the treasury 1S char 
with the execution of this decree. 

“Given at the palace of the supreme gove 
at Lima, on the 3u of January, 1846. 
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